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| a and 4 | 
lution of ſome Chriſtians, if Reveal d Re- 
Aion could nut, or ſhould nat, be efftetual- 
by fupported, to lat Natural Religion fuk 
it it, An Expedient, if I miſtake nit, as 
raſh and deſperate, as it would be for 8 Man, 
« deprived of certain great and valuable Privile- 
Ses, tothrow up bis Life ahng with them, Let 
it be ſuppoſed, ( for a mere du ppofition it is, and 
Ian fully perfuaded, ever will 5 0 that Cbri- 
ftianity ſhould fail, and be difproved: . Would 
the Conſequence be fatal to all Religiont Wauld + 
all natural Principles become. incredible, or © 
. worthleſs? I may ſafely be affirmed, "and caſt 
 » proved; neither the one, nor the ather. On which _ 
Account the forementioned Determination is 
Matter of Surprize, as well as Concern. —— - 
T ſee not indeed how it is to be reconciled either 
with Chriſtian Charity, or common Humanity. 
Tf fome Men cannot be ſatisfied with the Evi- 
dences of Revelation, or will not duly attend to 


them; ſhall we therefore be ſo cruelly officious, as 
"fo hand them down into the Depths of Irreligion 
| , SF | *. 


a their Minds be more open to ConviStion, let 


berruhorted N 
Frhciples wohigh\ they do àd¹¾]It 
OR on are — the Fundanientak of all Reli- 


gion.  Whyever fincereh believes a God, a Pro- 
. Vidence, and a Future State, is furely, much 

more ſceptible of Chriſtianity, than he awho is 
. deflitute of theſe eſſential Principles. It m 

= therefore be propoſed and recommended to the For- 
doe with much greater Hopes of Succgſi. In 

A le one_Caſe, wwe have only 4 Superftrufture fo 
2M | raiſe on rm Foundations ; ; in the other we muſt” 
. either dig very deep, or build on a Pyickſond, 
gon theſe, and ſeveral ther 8 1 : 
* apprebend, ns Man cdn be mi 
cemtributets, even in the lib 
Bal jſbment, er Tluſtration. if Truths, try 
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and fooliſh Opinions, whien 
ever inſeſted . 9 
Ne which is e Be, 
eee OContradiction to all Ei- 
| dence, ta all"the Powers of Underſtanding)" ES 
and the Dictates of common Senſe,” that - 

may well be queſtioned whether any Man can 1 

really fall into it by a deliberate Uſe of his l 


Judgment. — All Nature fo clearly points _— 


* 


out, and ſo loudly proclaims, a Creator of i- 
- finite Power, Wiſdom, 3 n 
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: £ un he na Effect without a Cauſe; what ſhall 
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F e 
 * Brook, my well be thought willy 1 

- and obſtinately Blind. If it be wident G | 
| *gvilent, ta every, Man of Thought, that there 


ve fay of that manifold: Combination of Ef 
dect that Yerjes of Operations, that Syſtem | 
of Wopdery, which fill the Univerſe ; which 
preſent themſelyes to all our Perceptions, and 
Nrike our Minds and our Senſes on every Side! 
Every Faculty, every Object of every Faculty, 
demonſtrates a Deity. The meaneſt Inſect 
de can. re, the minuteſt and moſt contem · 
ptible Weed we ci tread upon, is really ſuf- 
ficient to confound Atheiſm, and baffle all its 
Pretenfions. | How much more that aftoniſh» 
ing Variety and Multiplicity of Gods Works 
with which we are contigually ſurrounded | 
Leet any Man ſurvey the Faqe of the Earth, 
or liſt up bis Eyes to the Firmament; let him 
eee brute A- 
nimals, and afterwards look into the Opera- 
tions of his n. Mind: Will be prefimo ta 
ay, or ſuppoſe, that all the Object: he mects 
with are nothing more than the Reiult of un- 
accountable Accidents, and blind Chance? 
Can be poſſibly conceive that ſueh wonderſul 
Order thould ſpring out of Confuſen? Or 
eee men. 


* E KM 0 N x . bl. 
— Particles of Maier As well, nay 
| rwe more ealily might he ſuppoſe, that 
| might happen to build 'Towtis 
7 a 0 eee 
2 Flood fit themſelves up; without Hands, 
into a regular Fleet. For what are Towns, 
Cities, or Fleets, in compariſon of the ale 
and amazing Fabric of the Uni verſe· 
In ſhort, the Principle ſpoken of in my Text 
offers ſuch Violence to all our Faculties, thae 
it ſeems ſcarce eredible it ſhould ever really 
find any Footing in human Underſtanding.” - 
But is it not there expreſly aſcribed to the 
Fooliſh Man, and repreſented as his Opinion; 
which, though perhaps he may not think to 
ſpeak our, he whiſpers to himſelf, and ſays it 
in his Heart? But theſe Words, for a Reaſon. * . 
already given, ſeem to require another Con- 
firution ; and will, I believe, fairly admit 
of it. For the Heart of Man is generally re- 
prefented in Seripture as the Seat of his Affe 
&ions; rather than of his Judgment, Cons 
formably whereto, the Expreſſion in my Text 
may denote, not the Man's real Opinion or 
Perſuafion, but his Inclination. . Deſire. 
He ſecretly withes that there was no God, od. 
| — to draw his Belief that Way 
woch us he cn. -I the Words be thusun- 
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deerſtood, as they well may, the Subject ari- 
fing from them will be the extreme Folly and 
* Madneſs of fo deſperate a With, either. i 

ſpect of the Publick, or of Himſelf. . 
oo wiſh againſt the Being of a 604960 
=: wiſh Mankind the greateſt Miſchief and Di- 
I  ftrefs that can poſſibly be conceiv d. It is to 
8 grand Support and Security of 
human Society, and to overturn the Founda- 
tions of all Truſt, Faith, and Confidence be- 
tween Man and Man. Was there no Awe 
of a Supreme Being, no Terrors of a Future 
Judgment to reſtrain us, what Government 
upon Earth would be able to maintain itſelf, 
or find Protection for its Subjects? Tojuries and- 


" JI 


vail and ſpread far and wide, and the Tniqui-- 
ties of Mankind know no — 
What wiſe Man would chuſe, or even dare 
to live in a Community of Atheiſts, if — a 
ons could be found? Let us for the preſent 
ſuppoſe ſuch a one, and that it ſubſiſted un- 
der an advantageous. and well -choſen Form 
of Government. How looſe and precarious 
nevertheleſs would be the Obligations both of 
the Governors, and the governed? The one 
ruling, and the other ſubmitting, not in the 
Frar of God, but only in the Fear of each o- 
ther: The one unawed ** any A pprehenſions 
8 0 


N 


mutet And as ſuch, might it not influence, 
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from a Principle of Wrath, and civil Puniſh- 


ment. hut is not Virtue amiable, and 


worthy, and even beneficial in its own' Na- 


and incline, and oblige the very Atheiſts 


fſthemſelves? Let theſe Points be, in ſome 5 


Meaſure, acknowledged ; what follows? The 
probable Welfare of ſuch a Community, or 


the Safety and Prevalence of their Govern- 


ment? By no means; as will be ſhewn very 
ſpeedily. But let us firſt go on to obſerve 
that, on the preſent Suppoſition, that great 


Bond of Fidelity, that principal Guard and 
Su 


have no Place at all. That ſolemn Appeal to 

Heaven, for the Confirmation of Evidence, 
the Deciſion of Controverſy, and the Pre- 
vention of Strife, would be thus a quite 


groundleſs and impoſſible Thing. And how) 
wretched, how deplorable would be the Con- 


dition of Mankind, was there no God for 


guilty Men to fear, or honeſt Men to invoke! 


No almighty and all-righteous Governor to 


protect Innocence, encourage Virtue, and 


controul the Inſolence of licentious Men. ins 


Tues would indeed be left the Sword of the 


Civil 
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ol an inviſible Power, rekich.-nigtizgiiclions 
do an Account for Male adminiſtration; the 

other obeying not for Conſcience Sale, but 


pport of Life and Property, an Oath, could 
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mann ̃ ůͤd ! ¶ ůàÃ]⁰ 1 —eRFIes _ * ao n — 


3 „ SERMON TL 


| —— n | 
in a great meaſure, uſcle for: want of Dire- 
Son. Fot bow ſhould Evil-doers in this 
Caſe ba convicted? No Evidence could be 
ſworn, excepting in the Magiſtrate s Name; 
who might perhaps be- deified for that Pars 
poſe. But unleſs he could alſo be veſted with 
a Power of fearching Mens Hearts, ſuch an 
Expedient muſt be altogether fruitleſs. In or- 
der therefore to convict Criminals, would it 
be proper and ſaſe to examine Evidence un- 
ſworn, and lay the whole Streis af every Cauſe 
on Mens bare Words? Suppoſing the World 
without a ſupreme Governor, this Rule might 
unavaidably take Place; but every one muſt 
ſee how fatal the Conſequence would prove to 
all Societies. For, on that Suppoſition, how 
ſmall a Number of Mankind would deſerve 
to be truſted? The Credit even of the faireſt 
Characters would be very ; and as 
to the Generality, they would follow their 
| ſeveral Humours and Intereſts without Re- 
morſe or Controul. Again; the Reftraints 
of the Civil Magiftrate would be inſufficient 
on another Account. For without Queſtien 
there are many dark Frauds, and ſeetet Vi. 
lanies that cannot fall under his Cognizanee: 
. 


A Power. could Conſcience: bave; were all Ap- 


| 5 8 R M | J. , 1 - 
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| ed by the Authority of their own Conltiences, 
- or not at all. And What „ what 


| prihenfions of a Deity removed and fer afide? 
Conſidered as Gods Vicegerent, 8 
and well may be, a powerful Principle: But 


according to the Fool's impious Wiſh record- 


ed in my Text, the Force of it would be di- 


dae eee ene eee ee, 


nefſicial, Virtue may be in itſelf; and how 


- Gree adioue, deforined, and defieufibvii Wes 
is in its own- Nature; yet conſidering the 


known Corruptions and Depravations of Man- 


kind, theſe Conſiderations would by no 
ens übe en hoop thai in Dridie; and ſe- 
cure the Peace of the World, without a ſbve- 
reign Legiſlator, and the prevailing Sanctions 
af Reward and Puniſhment. To be directed 
. and in- 


quires greater Integrity of Mind, a more ex- 


| oellent Diſpoſition, and perhaps a more ele- 


pant and refined Fafte, than can ever be ex- 
peRted from the Bulk of Mankind. They 
are all capable of being moved by Hopes and 
Fears; by the Apprehenfions of mal Happi- 
nen and Miſary; but the Attractions of mo- 
ral Beauty, and virtuous Excellence, can have 
To HAS . very 


fluenced by the Charms of Virtue alone, re- 
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5 uncertain, in Compariſon of that which is ac- 
"— companied with Religion, and connected 
with it. We plainly ſee, degenerate as the 


| become a mere Scene of Riot, Rapine, and 


8 E R M O N 1 8 
vey ate Bi on any but Men of Honour 


and Probity, and indeed a fuperior Turn of 
Mind. And even in reſpect of theſe, mere 
ported Virtue muſt be very weak and 


World is, that innumerable Diſorders are pre- 
vented by the Authority of Parents, Maſters, 
and Magiſtrates ; without which all Societies 
would ſoon be ſubverted, and human Life 


Confuſion. And if ſuch ſmall Clans and 
Communities of Men ſtand in ſuch need of 
Superiors and Governors, does not the Care- 
and Conduct of the Whole require a Supreme? 
Human Authority, however it may reſtrain 
outward Actions, yet cannot take hold of 
Mens Conſciences. This can only be done 
by che great Searcher of Hearts. And yet 


without it all the Governments upon Earth 


would be very ſuperficial, and of ſmall Force. 
We ſind in Fact, how frequently and familiar- 

ly Men break aſunder the very Bonds of Re- 
ligion, ſtrong as they are: How much great- 


er Lengths then would they run without Re. 


ligion? Who can imagine that the Generality 
of Mankind could be held in any toletable 
* the Beauty EY = nl: 


p E _ 9 
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of Honour? Theſe might, in ſome meaſure, 
prevail with a few ſelect Spirits; atleaſt while 
nothing appeared in Oppoſition to them: But 
in the Day of fierce Tryal, and ſtrong Tem- 
ptation, it is not to be ſuppoſed that any 
Mans Integrity ſhould be able to bear up 
without the Supports of Religion. In 
ſhort, without the Belief of a Deity, Society 
could not ſubſiſt; or if it did, it would be 
worſe than any Solitude. As no Government 
upon Earth could anſwer the Purpoſe of its 
Inſtitution, ſo the principal Bleſſings and 
Comforts of Life would be utterly deſtroy d. 
No Man could fafely rely either on his Fel- 
low-Creatures, or him, but mutual Jea- 
louſies and univerſal Suſpicions would pro 
duce endleſs Diviſions, Contentions, and A- 
nimoſities, to the total Subverſion of every 
Thing good and deſirable in Life. OS 
But further; abſtracting from Society and 
Government, we may go on to conſider ho 
the Minds and Conditions of private Perſons 
would be affected by the Suppoſition of a for- 
lorn and fatherleſs World. Under the Tui- 
tion and Government of infinite Wiſdom, 
and Goodneſs, every thing appears with a - 
comfortable Aſpect. Men never need to 1 
want the pureſt Comforts, and moſt perfect 
datisfactions, while God i is their Portion. From © 
Him 
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pleaſing Hopes, and joyful Proſpects, which 


7 


Him cometh. not only. every good and perfett 5 
Gift which, we poſſen at preſent; but thoſe = 


© fwecten the Cares and Toils of Life, and lys 
at the Bottom of all our Enjoyments. On 
this Account, whether the World frown or 
ſmile, the wiſe Man is neither highly tran- 
ſported, nor deeply dejected. Whatever be 
his Lot, the Peace of his Mind is ſecured; and 
cd on a Rock, and his Treafure fixed where 
nothing can touch it. But, on the other 
hand, the atheiſtic Scheme reverſes. every 
thing ; blackens the whole Face of Nature, 
and involves human Life in Darknefs and 
Deſpair. Its better Things would yield no 
Contentment, and its worſe admit of no Con- | 
ſolation: Or, in other Words; Adverfity 
would be inſupportable, 
| lefs. Proſperity did I call it? The Word is 


improper, and the Thing impoſſible, on this 
mad 


Suppoſition. Without a God, a Pro- 


dence, and a Future State, there could be no 

ſuch thing as Proſperity; no Satisfaction, ns 

real Enjoyment for rational Beings j nor e- 

ven any true Peace and Tranquility of Miad. 
No Affluence, no Variety of worldly Goods. 

e — ©: 
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elf as he could with ſecular Amuſetnems ; or 


what might become of his nobler and better 


Part? What Proviſion would there be for the 
Man? Should he engage himſelf in the Con- 
templation of Truth? To what Purpoſe; if 
be had nothing to expect beyond this Life. 
That one Truth, if it was a Truth, would 
ſpoil all the reſt, and turn them into mere 
Dreams and Shadows. Should he then apply 
his Heart tu know Wiſdom, and practiſe Vir- 
tue ? With what View? Should he endeavour + 
to improve himſelf, to purify his Mind, and 
perfect his Nature, merely to prepare for tha 
Grave, and fit himſelf for a State of Oblivion? 

Would any Man freight a Ship richly, in or 
der to provide for.a certain Shipyreck at the 
End of his Voyage? If it be alledged, that 
to aim ⁊t Virtue in ſuch Circumſtances would 
not be entirely loſt Labour, oh accoutit-of ity 

intrinſic Worth and Uſefulneſs; it is readily _ 

granted; But alas! How faintly muſt it op- 
rate under ſuck deſperate Dificulties and Difo 
couragemerits?: And indecd, excluding the - 
Comforts of Religion, and the Hopes of Fu- 
nurity; no. fart of Good could be rightly e - 
liſhed: Victue itſelf would only be confider- 
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ed and choſen as an Opiate, to ſaoth Men's 5 = 
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in one continued Gloom. The more he poſ- 


eee eee 1 


perpetually be overcaſt, nne 8 ? 


ſeſſed of worldly Goods, and the higher he 
roſe in his Condition and Circumſtances, the 
more obnoxious he would be to the Fears of 
Death, and the Horrors of utter Extinction. 
Whatever Advantages and Succeſſes he met 
with, would only be the Mockeries of For- 
tune: Like Prizes befalling a Man * | 
under the Sentence of a ſpeedy Execution. 
And fince Atheiſm corrupts and ſons $ 
Proſperity, what diſmal Effects would it pro- 
duce in Adverfity ! Would it not immediate- - 


j turn Diſtreſs into Deſpair, and Miſery into 


Madneſs? An unhappy Mortal deep ſunk in 
Troubles and Misfortunes, and ſtruggling with | 
innumerable Hardſhips here upon Earth, and 
yet deſtitute at the ſame time of a Protector 
and a Patron in Heaven, is a Condition got 
to be even imagined without Horror. Let a 
Man be ſurrounded with Croſſes and Calami- 
ties; let him be attacked at once by Want, 
Pain, Sickneſs, Sorrow, and all the Varieties 
of Wretchedneſs; while he is convinced that 
God governs the World with perfect Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, he never needs to want folid 
the preſent, he has, or may have, Guat 


eee eee Dosis n 
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Which are ahundantly capable of ſupporting 
him. But ſuppoſing him void. of this Hops, 
and ther Relief what would he den be. — 


my Text, would he be able to draw any Com- 


fort out of it? If we ſuppoſe him prevaibhk 


on to drink of the Cup of Atheiſm; hou. 
2 it go down, or fit, upon his Stomach? 


Sorrows, it would. be an infinite Addition ta 


them: Inſtead, of yielding him Patience and 
Comfort in his Diſtreſs, it would be apt tg 
confound all the Powers of his Saul, and drive * 


him to Diſtraction. Doubtleſs every Man in 


M.iſery, if his Sufferings have not deprived 
him of his Senſes, muſt think of Atheiſm. with 


the utmoſt Regret, Deteſtation, and Abhor . 
' rence; as it robs him of his only Refuge, and 


leaves him deſtitute of all poſſible Comfort. 
He will be ſo far from ſaying ix his Heary, 
or endeavouring to perſuade himſelf there is ug 
God; that he will naturally cry out with * 
 Pfalmiſt, Whom have I in Heaven but Thee? 
Thou, Lord. art my Rock, and my Fortreſs; 
| * firong H abitati on, whereunta I may conti- 
| 2 nually 


1 
of Hope in his Mind, that Relief in his Exe, 


j 
b. n 1 
6 1 OS: 
_ * — - £42 
© a | . 
D x * Dy 
b = bg _ 1 — 


Would it prove a powerful Cordial, and en- 
able him to bear up under the Load that lay. 
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ally refort.” | When his Soul fainteth =" | 
dim, "he nl r ee e, _ 
and fay upon his GG. 
5 Upon che whole, the Thought or Wiſh > 
preſſed in my Text, is certainly the blackeſt, 
moſt impious, and moſt execrable one, that 
ever entered into the Heart of Man. It may 
be looked upon as the Sum and Subſtance of 
all. "poſſible Curſes; as comprehending univer- 
fal Rüin. A Man had better, infinitely bet- 
ter; wiſh the Sun out of the Firmament, and 
all the Lights of Heaven extinguiſhed"! for e- 
ver. For theſe ate all inconſiderable in com- 
pariſon of the great Fountain of Light and 
Glory; vho framed and fixed them in the 
Heavens for the Uſe of his Creatures, and who 
is ever able to enlighten us wich them, or with. 
ont them. 

But perhaps it may be urged i in Excuſe or 
een of this mad Wiſh, this mon- 
ſtrous Inclination, that the fooliſh or wicked 
Man ſpoken of in my Text, takes it up, as it 
were, in his own Defence. Conſcious of his 
Sin and Guilt, he cannot but know that his 
vicious Conduct muſt highly have offended the 
righteous Governor of the World, if ſuch a 
Governor there be; the Conſequence of 
which is greatly to be dreaded. And though 
* againſt An oe not executed fpeedily, 
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ane Delay e 
AR ment of Impunity. Hence he is led to wiſh 


againſt God's Exiſtence, and to per- iv 
fade himſelf, as far as poſſibly he can, that _ Ml 
it may only prove an imaginary Terror. And iN 
are more 72 
numerous than the Sands on the Sea - ſhore, 
and clearer than the Sun at Noon- day; yet he 
ſhuts his Eyes, and darkens his Underſtands 
ing, as well as he can; and thus perhaps de- 
ludes himſelf into ſome Degree of Atheiſm. 
Suppoſing then this to be a juſt State of the 
Caſe, we may readily perceive the deſperate 
| Folly and Stupidity of ſuch a Proceeding; and 
that upon "theſe two Accounts: In the firſt 
place, can the Natures of Things be any way = 
altered by this Man's Wiſhes and Self-Delu- _ | 
ſions? If they cannot, which he certainly | if 
knows or may know on the leaſt Reflection, 
what can he propoſe to gain by them? Should 
he be able to filence or evade, in ſome mea- 
ſure, the Cxies and Clamours of his Con- 
ſcience 5 yet the grand Iſſue and Event of his 
Wickedneſs will be no way mended or miti- 
gated thereby: On the contrary, it will be 
tendered much worſe. But, Secondly, as he 
nuſts to a fruitleſs and unprofitable Expedient, 
ſo he fatally neglects the only ſecure and ef- 
cl Way of retrieving his Condition. In- 
1 B 2 ſtead 
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| ſtead of wiſhing and ſtruggling againſt God's 
*. Exiſtence, 'why daes he nat endeavour, what 

in him lies, to propitiate and pacify him? Is 
tit not, in all reſpects, his beſt and wiſeſt 
Courſe heartily ta repent and reform? Suppoſe 
4 Man engaged in a Rebellion againſt his 
Prince, and accordingly apprehended: and 
convicted; what Means wauld he uſe to ex- 
tricate himſelf? Would he take great Pains 
to ſuppoſe, and believe, that there was really 
no ich Man? Or would he call in queſtion 
his Title to the Crown? Why neither, Men 
fairs. He would inſtantly. make Submiſſion; 


| - acknowledge his Crime, and promile. invio- 


lable Allegiance for the future, And why not 
the ſame Method followed by Rebels againſt 
Heaven? P not the King of Kings as placable 
and mercifu} as any carthly Prince?. Nay, is 
he not infinitely more ſo? With him, ſincere 
Repentance and Amendment is ſecure of a 
Pardon; though it often unavoidably fails and 
falls ſhort with the other, —— What Pally 
therefore, what Madneſs is it in the Sinner, 
however guilty, to amuſe himſelf with idle 
Imaginations, and ſenſeleſs. Projects, inſtead 
_ of embracing the only ſafe and fure Means of 


Relief? To ſay in his Heart there is no God, is 
to Lens. the Lye to bis own $-QURIEnogy. and 
388954 to 
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255 to cohtradict the wholeWoths f Natiire from - an 
Tuop to Bottom. And 70 wiſh there wa d 
Sa is the Wiſh of a Traytor, or 4 Mad- 
man; as including his don Ruin, and the 
Deſtruction of the whole Wond Wat 
he ſhould habe fuld, and What every wicked 
Man tight to ſay, is plainly this; | there'cer> 
tainly is a God; I perceive it; and am aſſured 
of it, beyond all Poflibility of Diſpute. But 
this God is good and gracivhs ; plenteous' be 
Mevey, full of Compaſſion; nit willing that any 
ſhould periſh, but that the wicked ſbouli turn 
from bis way; ahd foe, I will therefore al 
dteſs myſelf, with deep Humility and Cons 
won, to this metcifil Jadgez and etidedvour 
by a new Courſe of Life to render my 
an Object of his Favour and Forgweneſs, - * 
_ Having thus briefty repreſented the heinous 
Wickedneſs, and horrid Extravagance of the 
Suggeſtion, or Wiſh; ſet forth' in my Text; 
1 ſhall only beg leave to add the following  - 
itſelf to our Thoughts, from what has been 
faid——If there be fo great Folly and Im. 
piety in cheriſhing Arheiftic Principles, or 
wiſhing there was 70 God; how inexcuſably 
fooliſh and criminal are thoſe Men, who'be- 
heve and acknowledge a God, and yet live as 
- WEE none! Who own him in their 
"#4 Thoughts 
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Thoughts and Words, and yet. deny him in 
| their Works! Can an y thing be mote abfard, f 

as well en mene than, when a Man is 
thoroughly convinced of the Being and Per- 


fections of the Divine Majeſty, preſuming to 


reſiſt his Will, diſregard his Authority, and 
confront the Laws of Infinite Wiſdom with 
the blind Counſels of his own Folly? Surely 
this is too daring, too deſperate for Duſt and 


Aſhes. Shall ſuch a Worm, ſuch an Inſect 


as Man, contend with Omnipotence, and act 


- _ wilfully in Oppoſition and Defiance to his 
Maker? Alas! the Fact, however ſtrange, 
is notorious and common. Thongh it be 
_ abſolutely impoſſible Man ſhould ever harder 
bimſelf againſt God, and proſper ; yet the Con- 
fidence of his own fooliſh Heart bears him 
up, and he ruſhes thoughtleſs into his own 
Perdition. But ſuppoſing we do not 
ſuffer ourſelves to Sin with ſo high a 
band; yet how. prone are we to neglect 
the Honour and Service confeſſedly due to 
the Divine Majeſty ?\ Neither glorifying 
Him as God, nor walking before Him with 
that filial Awe, and pious Reverence; ' which 
are plainly the bounden Duty of all Men, 
and doubly of Chriſtians. To confeſs a Hea- 
venly Father, a Supreme Lord of all Pow- 
er and Perfection, and at the fame. time 


pretend 


pretend it meal to e Ps 

e a Man's own Perceptions, and 
falſifying what he feels within his own 
Breaſt. Will any Man be ſatisfied, who finds 


himſelf neglected or lighted by his Children 
and Servants? No; he ſees it to be wrong in 


itſelf, as well as miſchievous in its Con- | 
ſequences ; and accordingly never fails to 
condemn and reſent it. How comes it 


then to paſs, that we behave in this very 


manner towards our common Parent, and 
univerſal Maſter? Is God the only Pa- 
rent, the only Benefactor, who may be diſ- 
reſpected and ſlighied by his ungrateful 
Children and Dependents? The only be- 
coming Anſwer. to theſe Queſtions is Re- 


morſe, and Shame, and Confuſion of 


Face. We are manifeſtly ſelf- condemned; 
and there is no room even for the leaſt 
Shadow of an Excuſe. What re» 
mains then but that we rectify our Thoughts 
and Conceptions of the Supreme Be- 
ing; that we ever think and ſpeak of 
Him, with all poſſible Reverence; that 
we ſtrive to attain an uniform Obedience 
to his facred Will; that we worſhip Him 
devoutly in Spirit and Truth, and give 
Him the Glory due unto his Name; that we 
6 3 4 enter 
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The Lord rejgneth, let the Earth re- 


_ foyce.-— Or, according to the other 
Tranſlation, _ 


The Lord is Kings pgs 
glad thereof. © 


e E Deity; and 
. ” yet ſuppoſe, as ſome of the 
EST hte” Heathen TREO ptetend- 
— WV: Wy Y: a either inthe Crea- 
tion or Government of the World, is n- 
ing him in Words, and diſowning him in 
Reality, In like manner, to eonfeſs that 
God made the World, and all Things there- 
in, and at the ſame time deny his Care and 
Providence over it; is, in Effect, maintaining 


a God without Divine Attributes. It is main- 


| taining inconfiſtent Opinions, and ſeparating 
Things 
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2 Þ fure it is that he muſt be ſupremely ' 
wiſe, and infinitely good. But to create the 


- - + World, and then leave jt tofitfelf, and all the 


Confuſion conſequent thereupon, is a Con- 
duct impoſſible to be reconciled with either 
of thoſe Perfections. If our cleareſt Ideas are 
to be truſted, there would be no Wiſdom, no 
- Goodneſs at all in ſuch a Procedure. For 
whatever Ends might be propoſed in the Pro- 
duction of ſuch a forlorn World, they could 
not poſſibly be anſwered. Neither the Crea- 
tors Glory, nor his Creatures Happineſs, 
could be in any meaſure accompliſhed with- 
out a Providence. And as to any other In- 
tentions, we are not able to frame any Con- 
ception of them, However, they muſt needs 
likewiſe: be. ineffectual, and N on The 
fame Suppolition, 
But let us examine the "ua - this im- 
portant Doctrine ſome what more particularly 
and diſtinctly. Strictly ſpeaking, the Creati- 
on neceſſarily requires the continued Influence 


and perpetual Support of its Creator. The 


natural World could not ſubſiſt a Moment 
without the Almighty Hand which firſt form- 
ed it. Should God be pleaſed at any time ta 
withdraw his Power 4. Protection, all Na- 


ture mut ſink in an Inſtant. Moſt certainly 
every 


e e ih 


8 ERM ON n 


conſt. That He preſerveth and upholdeth all 
Wings by the Word of His Power., That in 
His Hand is the Soul of every living Thing, and 
the Breath of all Mankind : And that in Him 
me live, move, and baue our Being. In this 


reſpect therefore, God's Providence not only 


ſtands on firm Foundations, and ſure Evi- 


dence, but appears abſolutely neceſſary; ſince 


the World could no more continue without 


his Aid, than it could exiſt withbut it at firſt. 


The great Machine of the Un iverſe, ſo won- 


derfully framed and fitted as it is, yet cannot 
go. of itſelf; as unavoidab] y dependin gon its 


Almighty Author, and naturally requiring his 


Concurrence, to keep it not only in Order, 


but in Being. Nor does this argue any De- 


fe in his Workmanſhip ; becauſe an inde- 
pendent Syſtem of Creatures 1s. not only ab- 
ſurd, but utterly impoſſible. 

| Nevertheleſs, it is not ſo 1 this, as an- 


other Branch of Divine Providence, that we 


are chiefly to underſtand by the Declaration 
in my Text. God ſuperintends indeed the 
whole; and governs , the natural, as well as 


the moral World. All Creatures are ſubject 


to his Power and Rule, whether they be ani- 
mate, 


a” „ 
and 8 fall to nothing. Both Reaſon 
and Revelation aſſure us, that by him all Things 
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TY 
x mate ors inanimate : But * ai Reign, 
de de prindirity;: if not pucuticrty; der- 
ſeand his Government of moral Agents, and 
rational SubjeRts. As theſe are his hobleſt 
Productions, and ſtand at the Top of the 
Creation, they muſt needs be the prineipal 
Objects of his Care and Providence. To di- 
rect mere Matter, and produce out of it ſo 
maeht Order and Cotivenicnce, ſo much 
y Beauty and Variety; ſo much Symmetry and 
S Proportion, requires doubtleſs great Power 

and Wiſdom; but to prefide over the intelle- 
Qual Syſtem,” to rule not otily the Children 9 
Men, an the Kingdoms of the Earth, but all 

Angels, and Authorities, and Heavenly Pot 
ert; fuch an Adriniftration as this isDivine in 

the higheſt Senſe ; and ſuch a Kingdom moſt 
wotthy of him, whoſe Power is bouttdlels, 

and his Uke tend infinite + and hd upon 
that Account is the only Potentate, King of 

Kings, and Lord of Lords.” | 

hut to proceed; this Kingdom ef G68, this 
Government of the moral World, being in a 
more eſpecial manner the Doctrine of my 

Text, and indeed moſt expreſſſy tavght 

throughout the whole Scriptures, need not be 

more particularly proved from tlience. Let. 


us therefore briefly and OY enquire how 


it 
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it appears to the Reaſon of our own Minds. 
be Qusſtian then is, if it can be call 
ed ſo whether God's Creatures, his intelli- 
gent Creatures, be under his Care, Protecti- 
on, and Government; er whether they an 
whally abandon d to their own: 
and given up to their own Guidance. — | 
be left to themſelves, and the Government 
of the World is refuſed by the Maker of it; | 
no other Account can poſlibly be given of tha 
thing, but that he either wanted Power or In- 
clination: Either was not able to execute this 
great Charge, or not willing, And if both 
theſe Suppoſitions are evicdentiy falſe and 
Truth of the Propoſition ſet forth in my Text. 
hat God neither did; nor could want 
Power to govern the World, is manifeſt even 

Omnipotence is an eſſential Attribute of the 
Dixine Nature, moſt certain it is, that he who 
was able to ereate the World, muſt much 
more be able to direct and govern it; Crea- 
tion implying and requiring the higheſt of alt 
Power. He who could raiſe the Univerſe 
 Gom nothing, and fix it originally in the moſt 
exact Order, cannot pathbly fail of full Power 
to preſerve and regulate it. He who planted 
the Ear, as the Pſalmiſt obſerves, ſball he not 
PAL hear ; 
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——— che5h, ſhall be ur fot 


Can any thing eſcape his Perception who i in- 


habits Eternity and Infinity? Who vitally ex- 


iſts every where, and can be abſent no where? 


And as nothing is unknown to him, ſo no- 


thing is impaſſible with him. Nothing can re- 
— or make the leaſt Oppoſition to 


his Omnipotence knows no Diffi- 


— dot with the greateſt Eaſe accompliſhes 


whatever it pleaſes, and'/ſubdueth all "Thins ngs | 
unto itcſelfi The whole Creation is full of thi 
Truth ; and every Object we meet with, pro- 


claims the incomprehenſible Power N Mi 
eee eee 


Since then it cannot be ſuppoſed, Hine 
the greateſt Contradiction to his Nature, that 


God ſhould be unable to govern the World; 


we are next to conſider whether he could be 
ſuppoſed unwilling. And the Reſolution of 
this Point will readily be found. For hat- 


ever is molt agreeable to perfect Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs, muſt in this Caſe be Fact. © Moſt 
infallibly God is ever willing to determine, 
and do, what is wiſeſt and beſt, - Can then 
any Man think it agreeable to perfect Wiſ- 
dom, that God ſhould be fo regardleſs of the 
Works of his Hands, as immediately to lay 
. afide ' all Care and Concern about them? 


That be ſhould make the World, and then 


3 bone 


8 E R M 0 N. wt; ; * 
welke iv as ſoon as he had made it? That he 
ſhould furniſh and fit ĩt up in the nobleſt man- 
ner, and repleniſh it with an endleſs Variety 
of Inhabitants: That he ſhould produce in- 
numerable Orders of Beings,” and Ranks of 
Creatures, many of them formed after his own 
Divine Image, and qualified for the Knowledge 
and Imitation of himſelf; and when he had ſo 
done, relinquiſh the whole, and give every 
thing up to Chance and Confuſion? How can 
fuch a Conduct as this be aſeribed to any wiſe 

LOGS Ayent?. And much lefs to infinite Wiſdom, ' 
For as we before obſerved, whitever Ends or 
Thtentions the Creator propoſed, they could 
never be accompliſhed without his Direction 
and Concurrence. But perhaps it may 
be urged, that the World was framed in ſuch 
wonderful Order and Perfection, as to ſtand 

in no further need of the Creator's Superinten- 
dence; and that his rational Creatures were. 
made capable of guiding themſelves, ' and go-— 
verning thoſe beneath them; and that there- 

by the Order of the World might be main- 

tain'd without the Divine Interpoſition.—— — 
The Anſwer to which is, that every Part E 
this Pretence is groundleſs. It is demonſtra- 

ble that the very material World cannot be 
kept in Order by ſecond Cauſes, but conti- 
nually ſtands in need of the Creator's Influence, 


Sul World be maintained without the Di- 
dued with Reaſon, and Angels with more; 


. dE * 
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Wan ne 
as might be ſhewp at large. And much leſs | 


could the Order and Harmony of the intelle- 


vine Adminiſtration. It is true, Men are en- 


get both Men and: Angels being enced 
egainſt che Light of their own Minds, — 

fall into Diſorder; and accordingly both have 
actually done ſo. On which Account, were 
it not for God's Providence and Government, 


it is evident that the moral World, as well as 


che natural, would become a mere Chaos, 
and fall into inextricable Confuſion. in it not | 
Men and evil Angels be.curbed and reſtrain- | 


ed? E it not neceſſary that Innocence be pro- 


tected, and Virtue encouraged? That Guilt 
be expoſed and proſecuted, and Vice and Vil 
lany checked and puniſhed ? And how ſhould 
any thing of this kind be effectually done, if 
God did not fit at the Helm, direct all Af. 
fairs, and diſpoſe of all Events, according to 
the Rules of Righteouſneſs and Truth. 
But in order to diſcover the Weakneſs of this 
Plea, we need only. take notice how it would 
hold in any human Eſtabliſhments, Is any 


thing to be done without Rulers and Gover- 


nors? G 
beſt 
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SERMON IL ay 
beſt Laws, already madez. will they executes —  / 
themſelves? Tis very true that Men have 
Reaſon to direct them, and Laws of various 
Kinds; but tis likewiſe as true, that many 
Men have wild Humours, fierce Deſires, and 
furious Paſſions, which frequently prompt 
them to at in Defiance both of Law and 
Reaſon. On which Account, and for te, 
Enforcement and Support of both, an execu- 
tive Power is, and ever will be, abſolutely © 
neceſſary in all States and Communities. And 
muſt not this Obſervation hold much firong= | 
er in reſpect of the whole Creation? If the ſe. 
veral Societies among Men require Rulersand 
| Governors, and cannot ſubſiſt without them 
what can we think of the. Univerſe itſelfÞ 
Muſt not the Whole ſtand in greater need of © | 
Government, than any Part? Moſt certain 
therefore it is, that the all-wife Creator would 
never produce fuch a great and glorious Sy- 
ſtem, and then leave it in a State of Anarchy; 


muſt propoſe the Welfare of his Creatures; 
and in order thereto, he would not fail to di- 
redt and govern, chem. For as we have ab. 

' . rev 


this being utterly inconfiſtent with all tho 

Rules of Wiſdom that we are F of gs 3 

covering. 5 43 
Nor is it leſs 8 Righteonſs * 

nes and Goodneſs. As perfectly good, he + = 


ready ſecn, if he had left them to themſelves, 


they could neither expect Happineſs, Securi- 
ty, nor Quiet. Again, his Guidance 
and Government of the World clearly fol- 
lows from the Rectitude of his Nature. It is 
impoſſible that he ſhould be ignorant of the 
Behaviour of his Creatures. He muſt fee at 
all times whether they do well or ill, whether 
they act virtuouſly or wickedly ; and, as a 
righteous Being, cannot fail to judge them ac- 
cordingly. If God did not govern the World, 
no ſufficient Diſtinction could be maintained 
between Virtue and Vice; nay, in many 
Caſes it would happen the latter proſpered 
more than the former. Vice would often ſuc- 
ceed and flouriſh, and Virtue fall into extreme 
Diſtreſs. Now this, I fay, is what a righteous 
God cannot poſſibly ſuffer; not finally 1 
mean. He may ſuffer it for a ſeaſon, and in 
Fact we find that he actually does ſo; inſo- 
much that his Government of the World has 
been ſometimes called in queſtion on this ve- 
ry Account. But certainly without juſt 
Grounds. The irregular Diſtribution of 
Good and Evil in this Life is indeed a clear 
Proof of a Future State, wherein e every thing 
will be punctually adjuſted and ſet to rights; 
but it proves nothing at all againſt the Do- 
Arie we are conſidering. As ſure as God is 


- righteous 
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righteous and holy, Vice will ſuffer, and Vir- 
tue will prevail and proſper in due time. But 
no reaſon can be ſhewn why the preſent time 
muſt needs be the proper time: ſo far from it, 
that good reaſons may be given for the con- 
trary. However, ſince it muſt be done ſoon- 
er or later, either in this Life or the next; 
fince it neceſſarily follows from the Perfecti- 
ons of the Divine Nature, that the righteous 
will be protected and encouraged, and the 
wicked puniſhed; and fince moreover this can 
only be done by the great Searcher of Hearts; 
the Conſequence muſt be that the n. 18 
govern'd by him. 

Should we go on to inquire wt he governs 
it, and preſume to ſearch into the Methods 
and Meaſures of Divine Providence, we may 
eaſily bewilder ourſelves in a Speculation vaſt= 
ly too high for us. We have all the Reaſon. 
in the World to aſſure ourſelves that God's Go- 
vernment is moſt perfect, in all Reſpects; but 
to account for the Direction and Diſpoſal of 
particular Events, and to diſcover how far 


they come under, and coincide with general 


Laws, ſeem Undertakings far above our pre- 
ſent Faculties. We do not ſo much as 
know, with any Certainty, whether there be 
any juſt Grind for diſtinguiſhing, as we or- 
dinarily _ between a General, and a Parti- 
| „ | _ cular | 
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culaf Providence. All particular Events, for 
ought we know, may be ſuperintended and 
diſpoſed by general Laws. I might explain 
and confirm this Obſervation by various In- 
ſtances and Suppoſitions; but I ſhall only men- 
tion at preſent that which follows; a Suppo- 
ſition not only very antient, but very natural, 
and therefore more eaſy to be conceived, and 
more apt to be entertained. _——— What 1 
mean is, that the Particularities of human 
Life may be ſpecially provided for by a Dele- 
gation of Power and Authority to ſubordinate 
Agents; by whoſe inviſible Intervention E- 
vents may be directed agrecably. to the Wilt 
and Wiſdom of the Supreme Governor: and 
that perhaps in perfect Conſiſtence with the 
ſtated Laws of the natural World. What Ab- 
furdity, what Impropriety, in ſuppoſing ſuch 
a Proviſion as this for the Tuition and Govern- 
ment of Mankind? Can we think it any De- 
fogation from the Honour and Majeſty of the 
Supreme Ruler, to inveſt certain Beings of 
exalted Powers and Perfections with the Ad- 
miniſtration of his Providential Decrees; they 
preſiding over the ſeveral Parts of the Uni- 
verſe, while he himſelf, who alone is capable 
bf it, informs and directs the Whole? This 
ſeems perfectly conformable to that Subordi- 
nation and Scale of Beings, which prevail 
. through. 


1 all Nature, as far as our Faculties 
are able to ſearch. Could we ſee further, we 


might probably find every Syſtem, every ha- 


bitable Globe, under the Government af Vice- 
gerents; and perhaps the various Diſtricts 
and Provinces of each divided amongſt the 
| Hoſt of Heaven, and reſpeRtively admini- 
ſtred according to the Appointments of un- 
erring Wiſdom. If this be agreeable to Na- 
ture and Reaſon, as muſt, I think, be allowed: 
I may fafely add, that it is by no means diſa- 
greeable to Revelation: ſo far from it, that 

we find in Scripture frequent Intimations of 
this amazing Scheme of Providence. I ſeꝶ 


not therefore why it may not be ſuppoſed a 
general Law of God's moral Government; and 


that ſuch a one, as no way interferes, but per- 
fectly conſiſts with his Laws of Nature. 
But I return to what is more directly the Dor 
&rine of my Text. 

Thus then it appears from the plain Pride 


ples of Reaſon that the Lord is King, as we 


read in my Text: And the Next thing to-be 
| conſidered is the Inference which there fol- 


lows, the Earth may be glad thereof. And ih 


truth it is one of the juſteſt and moſt natural 
Inferences in the World, For what is there 
in all the Compaſs of Nature, or even within 
* of human Imagination, that can 
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„ onen 


adminiſter to the Minds of Men ſo much 
true Comfort, Contentment, and Compla- 
cency, as this ſingle Fact is capable of 4 
The moſt deſirable, and moſt joyful Tru 
that can either be uttered, or conceived, is, 
that the Lord is King, and that his Dominion 
endureth throughout all Ages. If we have any 
Thought, any Reflection, muſt we not needs 
-be glad to find ourſelves in the Hands, and 
- the Protection of that Governor, whoſe 
great and conſtant Aim is the Safety and Fe- 
licity of all his Subjects? Who enjoins us no 
other Laws than thoſe of Truth and Righte- 
duſneſs; which at the ſame time are the Rule, 
the inviolable Rule of his own Actions. A 
Governor, who never wants Power to do 
whatever he pleaſes, and who never pleaſes 
to do any thing but what is juſt and fit. Who 
is gracious, merciful, and long- ſuffering; full 
of Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, and Loving-kind- 
neſs; and whoſe tender Mercies are over -all 
his Works. In ſhort, a Governor, who is ſo 
far from dealing with his Creatures by any 
capricious Rules, or arbitrary Meaſures ; that 
his Will is the very Law of Kindneſs: All his 
Precepis are Favours and Bleſſings, and his 
very Judgments Benefactions. 
i we reflect on our Condition and Cir- 
cumſance in his 9 ä we cannot 
| C e 
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but find Cauſe to rejoice, on all Accounts, that 
we are under the Tuition and Adminiſtration 
of the Supreme Being. Conſidering our Wants 
and Infirmities, our Frailties and Follies, and 
how unable we are to help ourſelves; our 
whole Life ought to be looked upon as a State 
of Minority: Even in our beſt and 'wi-” 
ſoſt Period, to loſe the Guardianſhip of Hea- 
ven would be certain Ruin. This is our 
grand Support and Security; and comparative 
ly ſpeaking, the ſole Foundation of our Hope 
and Truſt. We are beſet. on all Sides, and 
threatned from all Quarters; are compaſſed 
about with a great Variety of Dangers 
and Diſtreſſes. Many / Difficulties - we meet 
with that we cannot conquer; many Obſta- 
cles that we cannot ſurmount. Numberleſs 
Evils hang over our Heads, ready to fall up- 
on us, and cruſh us, every Inſtant. When 
Misfortunes are at a diſtance, very often we 
Cannot foreſee them; and when we do fore- 
ſee them, we often know not how to prevent 
them. And when they arrive, and are a- 
ctually upon us, we frequently are at a loſs 
how to redreſs them, or where to find a 
Remedy. We are liable to ſoa. many Diſ- 
alters . and fo many Diſorders: with-" 
in; are ſo much expoſed to the Fury of the 
n and the . Fury of lawleſs and 
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Violent Men; find ſo many Snares and Dot! 


-  ptations planted i in our Way; have ſo many 
Hazards and Hardſhips to encounter; ſuch a 


Number of Infirmities, Corruptions, and e- 


vil Habits to ſubdue in ourſelves; and ſuch 
Force, Fraud, and Falſhood to withſtand in 


others; that were we deprived of the Protecti- 
on of Diyine Providence, we ſhould: be left 


utterly deſolate, and fink down into the 


Depths of Sin, and Sorrow, and Miſery, as 
naturally as the Sparks fly upwards, —— But, 
on the other hand, if we conſider ourſelves as. 


the Objects of God's Care and Concern; that 


he is our Ruler, Our Defender, our Guide; 


ſture; the Scene changes, our Condition 


brightens, and every thing appears with a 
new Face. If we take Care not to forfeit his 
Favour, nothing need to diſmay us; for no- 


thing can greatly hurt us. Though we walked. 
through the Valley. of the Shadow of Death, 


though the Earth were removed, and the Men- 
tains carried into the \midft of the Sea; yet 
ſhould we need to fear no Evil; for God is 


our Refuge and Strength, a preſent Help, and 


a ſure Support, in every Trouble, Are we ig- 
norant? God is omniſcient. Are we impo- 
tent? He is almighty. Are we apt to err, 


* in Sin and Folly? He is unerring. 


- Wiſdom, 


4 
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Wiſdom, and fpotleſs Perſectiun. If he be 
on our Side, who can be agai us I he 
protect us, what can touch us? Are we ſur- 


erounded with Dangers and Calamities, Trou- 
bles and Tryals; inſomuch that our Caſe ap- 


8 pears deſperate? He can extricate us with the 
greateſt Eaſe, and deliver us in a Moment. 


For all Nature is in his Hand, and the whole 
Creation at his Beck. 80 far then we have 
. ann | 


Lord is King. 


But further; as chere are many and e 


Exvils to be avoided, ſo there is a great Variety 
of Good to be ſought aſter. Many Wants 
and Wiſhes. we unavoidably have; many na- 


tural Deſires that require to be gratified; ma- 


ny craving Appetites, and clamorous Affe- 
ctions, that will be provided for, or continu- 
ally torment us. Though we may ſubſiſt, 


yet we cannot be faid to proſper, in a tempo- 
ral Senſe, without a competent Share of the 


Comforts and Conveniences of Life. And 
depend on but our own 


had we nothing to 
Endeavours; how little ſhould we be able to 
make of them? We are apt to aſcribe our que: 
ceſſes to ourſelves, and our own Conduct; but 
doubtleſs, in a great meaſure, very unjuſtly. 


They are chiefly owing to Arise Providence, 


ren _ Succours of Heaven; which conduct 
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us though unſeen, and carry us on to pro- 
ſperous Events. Without theſe inviſible Aids, 
we ſhould fail, and fall ſhdrt, in almoſt every 
Undertaking: No Art, no skill, no Dili- 
gence would avail us, if Providence ee 
us. It wauld only be 1% Labour, that we 
bafted ta Fife early, and eat the Breadof Care- 
Fulneſs, if we had nothing to truſt to but our 
an Endeavours. Nor could any of our 
Fellow Creatures enſure our Succeſs. For, 
comparatively ſpeaking, vain is the Help of- 
Man, and precarious are all his Purpoſes. 
hut tho human Means be inſufficient for 
the accompliſhing of our Ends, and the ſatiſ- 
fying of our Deſires; yet what may we not 
expect from-the Interpoſition of Heaven, and 
the Wiſdom and Bounty of God's Providence? 
What Good may we not hope for, if we be 
not wanting to ourſelves? Whatever Objects 
we ſet. our Hearts upon; whatever Bleſſings 
we have in View; if they be fit for us, and 
we for them, we ſhall, in due time, aſſured- 
ly obtain them. And is not this Conſidera- 
tion abundantly ſufficient to ſatisfy any reaſo- 
nable Mind? If any Enjoyment: be, in its 
Conſequences, miſchievous to ourſelves, we. 
are falſe to our own Intereſt if we defire it: 
and if it be detrimental to the Public, we can- 
not innocently pretend to it. But under theſe 
Limi- 
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_ Limitations, our Purſuits. will not fall to be 


crowned with Succeſs. And what a-Hap- 


pineſs, what an Honour is it to the Children 


of Men, to have, I will not ſay ſuch a G- 


yernor, but ſuch a Patron, ſuch a Benefactor, 
ſuch a Friend? A Friend whoſe Power is 
commenſurate to his Wiſdom, and his Good- 
nefs to both. A Friend, ſo kind and con- 
ſtant, as never to deſert thoſe who do not de- 
ſert him. Whoſe Favours are ineſtimable, 
and his Bounty inexhauſtible. In a word, on 
whom we entirely depend for all the Bleſſings 
of this Life, and all our Hopes in the next. 
— Upon the whole, to be under the Di- 


vine Rule and Government is the moſt defira- 


ble Circumſtance in the World. To be di- 
refed by infinite Wiſdom, protected by infi- 
nite Power, and befriended by infinite Good- 
neſs, is the happieſt Situation, and the moſt 
glorious Privilege that could belong either to 
Men or Angels. 

What remains then, but that we chearful- 
ly and thankfylly ſabmit to the Authority of 
our Heavenly Ruler? That we pay a conſtant 
Regard, and a willing Obedience to his facred 


Laws; the Violation of which is not only 
Rebellion againſt God, but Enmity againſt . 


ourſelves. By Diſobedience and Impenitence, 
we may turn the Foy and Gladneſs, ſpoken of 


Wy - 


in 
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Es in my'Text, into Grief and Terror. For moſt 


y the Judge of all the Earth will 
db wbat rs rigbt. He will not fail to execute 


ty; we are ſure of his Acceptance, Encou- 
ragement, and Favour, Moſt gently ſhall we 
be treated, moſt graciouſly indulged, and moſt 
abundantly rewarded, No good Thing till be 


Happy then are all they who are in ſuch a Caſe; 
yea ble _ are the eee who baue the yaa 
* Gd. a 


on obſtinate and incorrigible Of- 


But if we obey his Laws, and keep 
his Commandments; if we ſincerely endea- 


55 vour to fulfil his Will, er eee 


with-bold fromhis faithful Subjects and Servants. 
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For thou haſt made him 4 urls bwer 
' than the Angels, and haſt 
bim with Glory and H. onour. 


2 HATEVER was the kaun 
p diate Occaſion of this Pſalm, 
and whatever remote Views 
may be aſcribed to it of a Pro- 
9 \ LN? phetic Nature; yet, in its di- 
rect and primary Conſtruction, it evidently 
contains a pious Contemplation and Acknow- 
ledgment of God's unſpeakable Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs manifeſted in the Works of the 


Creation, and more partieularly in the For- | 


mation of Man ; whom he elſewhere repre- 
ſents as wonder fully) made, and here ſets forth 
as peculiarly favoured and eminently diſtin- 


ouiſhed; veſted with ſuch Powers und Priviles - 


Ses, and poſſeſſod of fuch Honours and Dig- 


nities, 


crowned 


fe 


% 
” - 
* . *4 
——  — —— — ‚ ˙· ¹ ̃ꝶ⏑—Fm e 


— "KT 


_— — — hea 


a 


C 
* * 2 N * n 4 
a Atty — , e — — ——ů —⅜ 922 — Te PS 2 
c II r —— — * * — 2  - — 
— —  _— r — 


— — — 
þ — — * 
5. — — 


— 


- 

” 

_— 2 * 

2 —— n 


— — 
— 


44. p 


| 


' 
| 
i 


—_—— — 
O27 
= 


42 SERMON III. 
_ ati eee TRE THE inert to ths 
very Angels themſelves, - 
The Dignity of Fan Woe may be 
conſidered either comparatively, that is, in 
relation td the various Tribes of Creatures be- 
neath us, or abſolutely and in itſelf. For 
. wherever there is found the Image of the great. 
Creator, there, we may affirm, is real and 
abſolute Dignity; which therefore may juſtly 
be aſcribed to Man, on account of his being 
expreſly allowed in Scripture to be formed af- 
ter God's Image, and of thoſe high Powers 
and Faculties wherein that Image is ſuppoſed 
to conſiſt, The Honour indeed which is 
done him in Scripture by the Attribution of 
bis Maker's Likeneſs, has been by ſome diffe- 
rently explained, and underſtood; as if it 
conſiſted not in perſonal Powers, but in that 
Authority and Dominion given him over all 
other living Creatures on the Face of the 
Earth. Whatever Reſemblance may ariſe 
from this Dominion, it cannot, I think, be 
allowed that this is the principal Ground of 
the Honour we are ſpeaking of; foraſmuch. 
as it ſeems only a natural Conſequence of 
thoſs intellectual and moral Powers with 
which God has bleſſed the Children of Men. 
Here therefore, in all Probability, we. muſt 


trace the Divine . as well as ſearch for 
| that 
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chat Preeminence and Diſtinction wherein che 
Palmiſt triumphs in my Text. By theſe: 
chiefly is our Nature enobled, and even our 
inferior Faculties raiſed, refined, and} bog 1 : 
more valuable. 
The Perceptions of Senſe bag more off ; 
leſs, to all Animals; many of which ate poſe 
ſeſſed equally by Men and Brutes. Nay, in 
ſome Inſtances, their Senſes are ſtronger and 
quicker than ours; and perhaps their Inſtincts 
more numerous and extenſive; which, all 
Things conſidered, may be look d upon as 
neceſſary for the Preſervation of their Beings, 
and the Continuance of their Species. Ne- 
vertheleſs how wide, how remarkable a Dif- 
| ference is there between their Perceptions and 
ours? Thoſe very Creatures which have the. 
| ſharpeſt and moſt piercing Sight, how poor- 
ly, how imperfectly do they perceive exter- 
nal Objects in compariſon. of Man? In him 
the external Power is accompanied wich an 
internal one; which enables him to diſcover 
that Order, that Proportion, that Beauty, of 
which no inferior Creature appears to have 
the leaſt Idea. Hence he becomes a fit Spe- 
ctator of God's Works, and is ſo far capable 
of beholding and admiring the Wonders of 
the Creation: Hence he enjoys the Pleaſure 
of extended Views, and ſpacious Proſpects; 
and 
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and can entertain himſelf with all the Va- 
nRieties of Art and Nature. —— 
Eyes to the Heavens, and ſurvey the Glories 
of the Firmament; - diſcovering there, and 
indeed every where, abundant Matter for the 
Exerciſe and Employment even of his higheſt 
Faculties. And this Superiority of human 
Senſe is not peculiar to that of Sight. While 
| ether Creatures only hear Sounds in ſuch a 
manner as conduces to the Purpoſes of animal 
Life, Man is capable of diſcovering their Pro- 
portions, and thereby qualified for the Per- 
ception and Pleaſure of Harmony; which, 
properly ſpeaking, cannot be aſcribed to _ | 
Ear but his own. And in him this Senſe is 
in a wonderful manner, ſubſervient to the = 
and Operation of his nobleſt Powers, as will 
be further obſerved and conſidered after- 


wards. 
If from the W and Percejxions of 


Senſe we go on to thoſe of Imagination and 
Memory, the Mind of Man appears to till 
greater Advantage, and the Difference between 
him and other Animals much wider. Tho' 
the Images which Brutes derive from Senſe, 
may really make Impreſſion, and abide with 


them, ſo far I mean, as to recur, and preſent 


themſelves to their Imaginations, as often, 
| Emer, as their Occaſions re- 
quire, 
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quire, yet how inconſiderable is this in com- ä 
pariſon of the ſame W in Man? For as — | 
thoſe Images are but few, and of the loweſt, | | 
Kind, fo the Minds of thoſe Creatures may 4 i 
be look d upon as entirely paſſive in the Per- | 
ception of them. Such Images in them Nau 8 
nothing more than ſo many Calls of Nature, 
which they obſerve and follow, not by Choice, | 
but Neceſſity. Whereas Man has an active as; | 
well as a paſlive: Memory : He can, for. the 

moſt part recolle&, at pleaſure, whatever he 

has ſeen; and review any of - thoſe Objects, 

that have entered in at his Senſes; and not only 

ſo, but he can alter and diverſify them as he 

pleaſes. He can enlarge, or diminiſh, di- 

vide or compound them, without Meaſure, 

and without End. He can frame innumera- l 
ble Images that he never ſaw, and as it were, . -_ 
create to himſelf an Infinity of Conceptions 

that exiſt no where but in his own Mind. 

And how capacious and comprehenſive is 

human Imagination? And what an endleſs 

Vatiety of Objects is treaſured up in it? How. 

ich in thoſe natural Ideas, jor p44 

it is daily repleniſhed ; and how full and fruit«; 8 

ful of its own Inventionsl And as we juſt-· 

ly admire this Faculty for the Extent and 

Compaſs of. it, and Variety of its Furni- 


ture; ſo we cannot well avoid taking Notice 
D how 
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bow amazingly quick it is in its Perceptions = 
und Operations. How ſoon, and how eafily 
does the Mind bring together the remoteſt 
and connect the moſt diſtant Events! 
How ſwiftly does it run through the ſeveral 
Ages and Periods of the World, and carry on 
its Views from the Creation to the Conſum- 
mation! The Imagination is not to be 
bounded, or retarded, by any Limits of 
Time, or Lengths of Space: On the Wings 
of this Faculty we can fly in an Inſtant to the 
uttermoſt Parts of the Earth; we can aſcend 
on high, climb the Heavens, and ſoar among 
the Stars. We can travel on, in Idea, from 
World to World, from Syſtem to Syſtem, till 
our Thoughts be quite loſt and ſwallowed up 
in the Immenſity of God's Works. In ſhort, 
dur Conceptions are not hmited or circum- 
ſcribed within the Bounds of the univerſal 
Creation; but can paſs the utmoſt Confines of 
Matter, and wander on, without End, in the 
unmeaſurable Regions of empty Space. — 
However prone Men are to abuſe this Faculty, | 
and proſtitute it to the Purpoſes of Sin and 
Folly; to debaſe it with mean Images, or 
| pollute it with vicious ones; whoever ſeriouſ- 
ly. conſiders the wonderful Nature of it, will 
ſoon be convinced of its Value and Dignity. 
Every thoughtful Man mult be aſtoniſhed, 
When 
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when he reſiects on that Maltiplicity of 0 
jects, which are hoarded in his Mind, and 
impreſſed on his Imagination: to find in him 
ſelf a Power of calling before him diſtinqt Re·-— 
preſentationsof whatever his Eyes have beheld; 
and of framing infinite Forms and Species wal 
he never ſaw, and never heard of ! Innume- 
rable Scenes, both natural and artificial, ri- 
fung in ducceſſion, and continually entertain 
ing the Mind through every Stage and Period 
of Life. This is ſo familiar to us, that we 
are apt to take little notice of it; and there- 
fore ſeldom know how to eſtimate ſuch a Pri- 
vilege: But, however we may neglet or 
overlook it, it is in itſelf moſt wonderful; 
and clearly diſcovers to all that will attend; 
the unſpeakable Power and Wiſdom of our 
great Creator. 

And yet this Faculty, duptteing as if is, is 
but inferior and ſubordinate in the Mind of 
Man; which poſſeſſes ſtill higher, more va⸗ 
huable , and more excellent Powers. Pro- 
eced we then to oonſider the nobleſt and moft 
divine Gift of Reaſon, or Intelligence; Which 
exalts us into our Maker's Likeneſs, and en- 

ables us, in ſome meaſure, to imitate a Being 

of infinite Perfection. This then we are to 

look upon as the chief Diſtinction, the gloti- 

« ous 8 of a human Soul. To this 
D 2 ſupreme - 
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ſupreme Faculty our Senſes and our. Imagiria- | 


tions are alike fubſervient; as being directed 


by it, and deriving from it their principal 
Value. Without a Power of reflecting and 
reaſoning, no Perceptions, either of Senſe or 
Imagination, could avail us much, or procure 
us any conſiderable Satisfaction. We might 
take in a great Variety of Objects; but, like 
Brutes, ſhould really underſtand nothing of 
"Tis by this Faculty that we diſ- 
cover Cauſes and Effects, find out the Ends 
and Uſes of Things, and apprehend their 


Properties. Relations, Canſequences; com- 


paring Objects together, and diſcerning where 
they agree, and where they differ; obſerving 
their various Connexions and Dependencies, 
and perceiving how one Thing infers, and 
follows from another. It is this Faculty 
which enables us to abſtract our Thoughts, 
and turn particular Ideas into univerſal ones; 
to cultivate Arts and Sciences, invent Lan- 


guages, and maintain Correſpondence over. 


te Face of the whole Earth; to form Socie- 


ties, enact Laws, and eſtabliſh Government. 
By this Faculty we launch out into the bound- 
leſs Ocean of Truth, and return laden with 
Treaſures of Knowledge: By this we com- 
mit our Thoughts to Writing, communicate 


them at a Diſtance, and tranſmit them to 


Po- 
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Poſterity. By this Faculty we apprehend mo- 
ral Relations , diſcern Right and Wrong, 
Good and Evil; are capable of regulating our 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, and of en- 
nobling our Minds 12 50 the Acquiſition of 
Wiſdom and Virtue. Again, hence it 
is that we can turn our Thoughts back upon 
themſelves, and clearly perceive the Powers 
and Operations of our on Minds; that we 
_ diſtinguiſh between Matter and Spirit, be- 
' tween our Souls and our Bodies, and find tlie 
one deſtin'd to Duſt, the other to Immortali- 
ty. Hence it is that we conclude the Exiſt- 
ence of innumerable Orders and Degrees of 
ſuperior Spirits, exalted far above us in Power 
and Capacity, and approaching in Reſem- 
blance nearer and nearer to the great Original. 
Laſtly, hence it is, that we are capable of diſ- 
covering and demonſtrating the Exiſtence of 
the Deity; of learning his Will, and looking 
Into his adorable Aoi and ſpotleſs Per- 
fections: That we become acquainted with 
the Majeſty of his Kingdom, and the Greatntfs 
| of his Excellency; before whom all the Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth, alt Powers and Principali- 
ties, are reputed as nothing : That we find 
. abundant Cauſe to admire him in all his 
Works, and all his Ways and eyery where 
FEY D-3 ** behold 
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| behold the Marks and Footſteps of infinite 
Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs, © | 
Having thus confidered thoſe Faculties of 
the Soul which may be called its perceptive 
Powers, we are next to take notice of its Li- 
berty, or Freedom of Will, And. this may 
be look'd upon as an Image of the Creator's 
Power, as our Reaſon. is of his Intelligence. 
Buy this Faculty we move our Bodies, and ex- 
ert the Operations of our Minds; and find, 
in a great meaſure, our Thoughts, Words, 
and Actions, at our own; Diſpoſal. As we 
readily move our Limbs, though we cannot 
comprehend; muſcular Motion; fo we freely 
command our Ideas, though we are not able 
ta underſtand how it is that ſuch a Power is 
exerted. Every Moments Experience aſſures 
us that we have it; though we can give very 
little Account of the Nature of it, or the 
manner of its Operation. We ſay to one 
Thought, go, and it goeth; and to another, 
come, and it cometh, And though ſome in- 
trude themſelves, and others, by deep Im- 
preſſion, or long Cuſtom, take faſt hold of 
the Mind, and are hard to be driven away; 
yet none can ſtay againſt our Wills: If we 
be reſolute and ſtedfaſt, we can diſmiſs thaſe 
Thoughts, and baniſh thoſe Ideas, which are 
mou familiar or importunate, and introduce 

| what 


* 
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| What-wepledſe in che wom of tei, And 
the ame Freedom we have in reſpect of vur 


Words, and Actions, which equally depend 
on the uncontroulable Determinations of our 


Minds and Wills. In ſhort, we are entruſt-. 


ed with the Guidance and Government a 


ourſelyes, and the Reins are put into our .πmm 


Hands. And being thus conſtituted Maſtery - 
of ourſelves, and our own: Conduct, and em 
dued with ſuitable Talents and Powers; we | 
are juſtly anſwerable for the Diſcharge of this 
important Truſt. IND the 
Fault is his own, and Sin lieth at bis Des. 
A Man may indeed, in ſome Senſe, loſt this 
his Liberty: He may fo far loſe it, as to bea 
come the Servant of Sin, and a Slave to his 
Luſts and Paſſions; but then this Bondage is; 
and muſt be, his Choice, and he is a Slave 
of his own making. Doubtleſs Men may a- 
buſe or impair any of their Faculties: They 
may, by Miſmanagement, dull their Senſes, 
defile their Imaginations, corrupt their Un- 
derſtandings, or ſhackle their Wills; but this 
is ſo far from being an Argument againſt the 
Power I am ſpeaking of, that it m 
plain Proofs, and direct Inſtances of it. 
I might now proceed to take notice of vas 
tious Affections, e planted in 
e * 4 
wonderful 


D 4 


TE" y l 
—_ _ _ _ 


Lil =Y 


\ l \ = _—_ = =D = FE 
K — =- 3 w * 
nnn, * 


= 


Lo. a tak... Aled ik. ab hcl 


* LY 7 * = 
one's WD - * 
32 . 1 * 


N Wants manner; a Diſplay of which would 
open a new Scene, and yield further Proofs 
- ofthe Point before us: But this being too 
- copious and complicated a Subject for our 
_ _  prefent Inquiry, I ſhall not now infiſt on it. 
The foregoing Account, though but a ſhort = 
and imperſect Sketch of the Powers of human 
Nature, may ſuffice to convince us of the pe- 
cCuliar Excellence and Dignity thereof; even 


without the Support and Confirmation of o- 


ther Arguments, which J purpoſely forbear, 
as not directly included in the Words of my 


Text. At preſent, I only conſider Man in 


that Light wherein the Pfalmiſt has there 


placed him, as naturally endued with high 


Gifts, and honourable Diſtinctions, and fix d 
in a Situation little lower than the very An- 
gels. We know not indeed, and ſhould 

not therefore preſume to define, what parti- 


cular Powers belong to ſuperior Spirits. We 


ran neither determine to what Heights and 


Dignities they are exalted, nor into what 


Claſſes and Gradations they are diſtributed by 
the great Creator. But, in general, we may 
ſecurely ſay, that they neither have, nor can 


have, any higher Dignity, or nobler Diſtin- 
ction, than to be formed, after God's own 
Image; and this very Honour, though in a 
lower Degree, the Children of Men are bleſ- 

_ fed 


ſed with. That Divine Likeneſs which 
ſiſts in intellectual and moral Powers, "is*com- 
mon to Men and Angels; though doubtleſs in 


very different Meaſures and Proportians: Such 


a Difference prevailing; without Queſtion, in 
various Ranks and enn among 
the Angels themſelves. - - May it not 
then be allowable to magnify human Nature, 
and extol it, as it were, in the Confidence of 
boaſting? Such a Reſemblance, ſuch an Al- 
| liance as my Text ſpeaks of, demands our 
peculiar Attention; our higheſt Regards, and 
moſt joyful Acknowledgments. Though one 
Part of us be only Duſt and Aſhes, the other 
Part partakes of a heavenly Original, and 


claims Kindred with the Angels. Have theß 


immaterial and incorruptible Subſtances? 80 
have we. Have they Reaſon, Intelligence, 
Liberty? So have we. Are they qualified to 
worſhip the Creator, to admire him in his 
Works, and enjoy him for ever? So are we. 
Doubtleſs then the foregoing Doctrine is well 


grounded, and firmly ſuppbrted; and our only 


remaining Concern is to make a proper Uſe of 
it. In order thereto, I ſhall briefly point 


out ſuch Inferences and Concluſions, as na- 


turally flow from it; and, if we be not want- 


ing to ourſelves, will make us improve it to 


our 
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. 
Nature, and thoſe diſtinguiſhing Powers 


which are granted us, we may juſtly preſume, 


| Life is not the ed os eas but 


that w are deſigned to live again, and deſti- 


nid far another State. A Being fo curiouſly 


framed, fo richly adorned, ſo nobly endow- 
ed, ſo fearfully and wonderfully made, as the 
Soul of Man appears to be, cannot ſurely be 
conſined by the Maker of it to that ſhort 
Span which is here allotted us. Such a Be. 
ing ean never be intended to paſs away like a 
Shadow; and, after the Term of a few Vears, 
expire and periſh for ever. If this were our 
Caſe, hy ſuch a Waſte of Workmanſlup? 
Why ſuch a Profuſion of Art and Skill? 
Whence is it that our Talents and Endow- 
ments are thus diſproportioned to our Con- 
ditions? To what End was the Divine Image 
planted in us? Can ſuch excellent Powers, and 
ſublime Faculties, be given us merely for the 
Purpoſes of this vain and tranſitory State? Can 
it be ſuppoſed that Man, after he has been 
toſs d a little while on the Billows of a tem- 
peſtuous World, ___ immediately ſink in- 
to 
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to utter Oblivion? Is it to be ĩmagined that a 
Race of Creatures thus furniſhed, and fitted 


out, ſhould only riſe and vaniſh like Bubbles 
in a Storm? If Death make an utter. End of 


us; if our Souls are to fade as Leaves, and be 
cut down as Flowers of the Field; why were 
we made little lower thay the Angels, and 


crowned with Glory and Honour? '——— Had 
Mankind nothing to expect beyond the Grave, 
their beſt Faculties would be a Torment to 
them; and the more conſiderate and virtuous 


they were, the greater Cancern and Grief - 
they would feel. from the ſhortneſs of their 
Proſpect. When a Man had greatly improved 
his Mind by a pious Contemplation. of his 
Maker, and a diligent Study of his Nature 
and his Works; how deeply would it afflict 


bim, to. conſider, that in a very ſhort time 
he might be ſtripped of thoſe glorious Ideas, 


and. loſe both them and - himſelf for ever! 


But every wiſe and good Man-may have the 


Satisfaction of aſſuring himſelf that this will 
not be his Fate: For ſurely there is a Re- 
ward,. and his Mn, ſhall mot be cut © of | 


But 


ends, Rated ich ck; Pawan ond 
bleſſed with ſuch Proſpects, we-onght ever to 
maintain a deep Senſe of our Maker's Bounty 


and 


1 
ond 4 
: * % 2 
7 | Ko 
. 4 1 * þ 
„ 
* — 1 r yn — n 2 * 5 
| ths W \ 


"<0 
and Goodneſs, and to be continually acknow- 


ed for the Joys and Glories of 3 
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ledging our Obligations with the utmoſt Gra- 
titude, Sincerity, and Veneration. Nothing 
is more manifeſt than that we are bound to 


de thankful in proportion to the Gifts that 
| we have received. And ſince the Value of 
theſe is the Rule ind Meaſurę of our ' Obliga- 


tions,” it plainly appears from the foregoing 
Abconnt® how immenſely we are indebted ! 
To be conſtituted moral Agents, and crown- 


ed with Liberty and Underſtanding ;' to bear 


the Signature of God's Image, and be qualifi- 
bleſſed Im- 
mortality, are Goods really ineſtimable, and 
Privileges above all Price, As ſuch, they de- 
ſerve and demand ſuitable Sentiments, and 
the moſt ſolemn Thankſgiving. We ought 
to be continually extolling our ſupreme Bene- 
factor, and abundantly uttering the Memory 
of bis great Goodneſs : To give him Thanks for 
his unſpeakable Giſts; to prgiſe him ſor bis 


marvellous Works; who hath crowned us with 
Mercy and Loving-Kindneſs,” and made us meet 


to be Partakers of | the Inberitance * the 
Saints. | 


' ' Thirdly, Not only in our Thoughts, not only 
with our Lips, but in our Lives and Actions, 
and üg the whole Courſe of our Con- 


duct, 


1 
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duct, is our Gratitude to appear. Since God 
has made us intelligent and free; capable of 
knowing and ſerving” our Creator; we are 


bound, in all reſpects, to behave' accordingly. i 


More particularly it is incumbent on us to take 


ſpecial Heed that we abuſe not God's Gifts; 
that we do not pervert the noble Faculties 
vrhich he has given us, nor proſtitute them to 
the Purpoſes of Sin and Folly. When God 
has fixed us in ſo high and happy a Situation, 


and fitted us for a State yet higher and hap- 


pier, as well as more durable; when he has 
placed us to the Angels, and prepared 


for us, in common with them, a glorious 
Immortality; what can be more ungrateful, 


what more unworthy, what more ſtupid, 


than wilfully to debaſe ourſelves, and ſink 
down to a Level with the Beaſts that periſh? 
What greater Indignity can we offer to the 
Author of our Beings, than to be thus regard-. 
he has done us, and the 
Happineſs he has offered us? To riot in his 
Bleſſings, and rebel againſt his Goodneſs ?- 
To deface, as far as in us lies, his ſacred 
Image, and drown our rational Powers in In- 


leſs of the He 


temperance and Senſuality? We cannot be 


ignorant that they were given us, not to ad- 


miniſter to our Luſts and Appetites, but to 
direct and govern them: And if we ſuffer 
9 ige W 
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theſe to break looſe, and give Law to our 
Reaſon; we are fo far from maintaining the 
Dignity of our Nature, that we fäll into a 
State lower and more abject than Brutality: it- 
ſelf. Thoſe Creatures which have not Un- 
derſtanding, muſk, unavoidably be acted by 
inferior Principles: But for moral Agents to 
forſake the Light of Reaſon, and follow the 
Impulſe. of blind Paſſions, is the higheſt Af- 
front to their Maker, and the greateſt Injury 
that can be done to themſelves, Such a 
' Proceeding as this quite confoun the Order 
_ of Nature, and turns the h rame 
Gio idowh 'crandfoctive'a Men ines Mon 
ſter, * n ee 


ee and laſtly, It is not <officient 
that we guard againſt the Abuſe of our natu- 
ral Powers; we are obliged, both in Point of 
Duty and Intereſt, to cultivatę and improve 
them. Whatever Talents commits to 
our Truſt, whether internal or external, he 
expects and demands an Account. The 

higher human Nature is exalted, and the 
nearer it | to that of Angels, the 
greater Obligations Men lie under to exert ac- 
cordingly. For it is the Rule both of Rea- 
ſon and Revelation, that 0 whomever much: 


10 8 801 of them ſhall be much required. Since 
I God 


God has favoured us with ſuch valuable Pow: 


ers, and precious Capacities ; improveable” im; 


_ themſelves, and deſigned for Improvement 


they cannot be neglected by us without: great 
Diſhonour to the Donor, as well as great De-. 


münchn to omthen Am indend ances 


fare, both here and hereafter, very much dæ- 
Pn ys Core 0 
vour we uſe in this 1 Affaip: And 
thas-Gom the Natures of Ing A4 xiall-an 


by Divine Appointment. For Happineſs: is: 


the natural Reſult of a due Uſe and Exerciſe 
of our Fac. Hence flow che ineſtima-⸗ 
ble Advantages of Wiſdom and Virtue; Which 
outweigh, infinitely. outweigh, all outward; 
Goods, however various and abundant. Even 
this Lyfe confteth not in ſuch Poſſeſſions;; nor 


N 7 n | R 


in the Abundance thereof; the principal Com- | 


forts and Enjoyments of which are of quite 
another Nature. And as to Futurity, no o- 
ther Preparatidffi 


Joys of Heaven, whatever they may be, can 
reſt on no other Foundation; foraſmuch as 


without Virtue no Man can poſſibly be quali- 
, 


fied for them. The Improvement of our Ta- 
lents is therefore, we ſee, a Matter of great 
and eternal Conſequence. Our well-being for 

ever 3 n and every * of 


no other Proviſion, can a- 2 
vail any thing, or turn to any Account. F 
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Bliſs is cotarenſurate to that of our Improves 
ment What remains then, but that we 
imprint de Truths in our Minds, and be 


influenced by them? That, entertaining a 


juſt Senſe of our Privileges, we ſtrive to con- 


vert them to our own true Good; and our 
Maker's Glory. In vain ſhall we boaſt of 
the Dignity of our Nature, if there be none 


in our: Conduct. Without a ſuitable Behavi- 


our, the Heiglit of our Pretenſions will only 
aggravate our Guilt, and increaſe our Con- 
demnation. By debaſing ourſelves here, we 
ſhall forfeit every thing hereaſteiqnd degrade 
ourſelves for ever. On the other hand, if in 
this Life we be mindful of the Dignity of our 
Nature, and act agreeably thereto; if prom pt- 


ed by a laudable Ambition, we labour to im- 


prove it, and preſs on towards Perfection; we 
ſhall be exalted, in the next, above all our 


Hopes and Conceptions: Bliſs, Glory, and | 


on; and; in the Language of the Prophet, we 
en, Bd ever and ever. 
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. 0 Verſe, 
Aud he 5 irit ſhall return unto God 
33 7 who gave ii. 


=J 118 Chapter begins with an 
GE Exhortation to Youth, to ſea- 
eg fon their Minds with an early 
Senſe of God and their Duty ; 

2 SI that it may direct them in all 
their Ways, and be a Support and Comfort to 
them in the Deplenſion of Life. The wiſe 
Preacher ſhews the Folly of deferring the 
Thoughts of Religion, and the Improvement 
of Men's Minds to their latter Days, He is 
| io far from looking upon old 255 as a proper 
Seaſon for the Accompliſhment of this great 
Work, - that he repreſents it as ſcarce able to 
bear its own Weight: And then deſcribes, in 
a noble Allegory, its various Infirmities and 


* , a 
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_ gradual Decays, till it terminate in Death ani 
 Diffolution. Next he purſues: the Soul and 


Fate and Lot of both, and traces them to 


| he, ſhall return to the Earth as it Was, and 
* rhe Spirit ſhall return unto God who gave it. 


Body after their Separation, points out the 


their reſpective Originals. The Duſt, fays 


That is, the Body ſhall diſſolve into that | 
Earth of which it was firſt compoſed, and be 
incorporated with it; but the Soul being of a 
higher and nobler Nature, will ſurvive the 
Separation, and return into the Hands of its 
Creator; to give an Account of Melf, and be 
by him treated and dealt with according to the 


Condition and Circumſtances in which he 


ſhall find it. - My Text is therefore a 
plain and poſitive Declaration of a Future 
State; and, by probable Conſequence, of the 
Perpetuity of that State; which are therefore 
to be the Subjects of the following Diſcourſe. 


And what can be more Worthy of our 
Inquiry and Concern? Of all Queſtions that 


can poſſibly come under our Confideration, 
the moſt important is, Whether there be not 
another Life after this: Whether we are to die 
like brute Beaſts that have no Underſtanding, 
or-to live again in a Future State, and exiſt 
for ever. Theſe are Points of ſuch vaſt Mo- 
ment, ſuch infinite Conſequence; * that they 
neceſſarily demand every Man's moſt ſerious 
2 1 2 
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3 In other Purſuits we may be, ens 
| thy «Principe of Orilay, r he ar. — 
reſt: But on the Reſolution, of theſe Points _ 
2 depends our All; for ſo indeed it is upon the 
Compariſon. If Death make an utter End 
of us, and we; have no Proſpect beyond; it; 
this Life may be looked upon as a mere Sha- 
dow, or a Dream not worth regarding. 

But perhaps it will be aſked, what Ogcaſion 
there is to examine a Queſtion. that we find. 
already determined to our hands. For does 
not Revelation aſſure us of a Future State? 
And are not Life and Immortality fully brought 
to Light in the Goſpel? . This is very true; but 
ſtill the Proofs and Evidences of natural Rea 
ſon deſerve to be conſidered; partly to arm 
our Minds againſt the Objections of Unbelie- 
vers, and enable us to promote their Convi- 
ction; and partly for the Support and Con- 
firmation of our-own Faith,. And indeed it 
canngt but give Satisfaction to every rational 
Chriſtian, to find that the Doctrines of that 
Revelation which be has embraced, are per- 
fectly agreeable to the Natures of Thing, and 
the Reaſon of his own Mind. Let us then | 
briefly conſider the great Doctrine of a Future 
State in this Light, 2 ſee What Indications, 
what ene we can diſcovet by it. In 
; E 2 . order 
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order thereto it will be requiſite to conkide? 
rue Nature of a human Soul. The 


preſent Condition and Circumſtances of Man- 
kind And the moral Perfections of our 


Maker. begin with enquiring into the 
Nature and Frame of a human Soul; con- 
ee e eee us 


Firft place, that it plainly appears to be a 


fimple, uncompounded, indiviſible Subſtance. 


All Matter is evidently Compoſition; every 
Part or Parcel of it being an endleſs Combi- 


nation or Heap of Subſtances; and, by Con- 
| ſequence, neceſſarily liable to Diſſolution and 


Corruption. For the Particles whereof it 
conſiſts are always unavoidably ſubject to Diſ- 


union and Separation; and accordingly hence 


it comes to paſs, that every Syſtem of Matter 
is broken up in time, and ſooner or later 


moulders away. But that the Soul is not 


thus compounded, 1 is manifeſt from all its Per- 


ceptions, and all its Operations; as might be 
ſhewn at large, were not ſuch Arguments too 


abſtracted for the preſent Occaſion. 'The 


Soul then being an uncompounded, fingle 


Subſtance; can admit of no Diviſion or Diſ- 
ſolution; and from hence it clearly follows, 


tat it is and muſt be incorruptible. But how 
- Incorruphible? m_ not God annihilate it 


” 1 | when- 
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whenever he pleaſes? Doubtlef he may; and 
the ſame may be ſaid of the whole Creation. 


to be enquired and conſidered after wards. In 


not capable of being deſtroyed by ſecond Caus 


ſes; which is all that the 1 n 5 
8 e ga But a 


oo rewe Anagher Argument: Fram Sook 
the Navin bf: the Soul is the Excellence of 
thoſe Powers and Faculties which God has 


given it. But having particularly conſidered 


be needles to reſume it here, nor ſhall I re- 


peat. It may be ſufficient to point out in a 
few Words where the Force of the Argument 


lies. Since God has endued us with intelle- 


ctual and moral Capacities; thoſe great and 


ſublime Powers, which dignify our Nature, 


and render us Partakers of the Divine Image; 


it can never be ſuppoſed, with the leaſt Co- 
lour of Probability, that he ſliauld confine us 
to the ſhort Span of this preſent Liſeʒ and in- 
tend us, in à ſew Years, to periſn for ever. 
Since the Soul of Man is ſo highly-exalted; . 
and ſo nobly framed and furniſhed, it muſt, 
in all Bebe, be deſigned. ſot a very diffe- 


* It E 3 | | rent 


the mean time, we may ſafely conelude from 
the foregoing Conſideration; that the Soul is 


Whether it be probable that he will do ſo, is 
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8 tent Duration, as well un nate pee Sas 
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2 That we neither dd nor can amics 
| mit ifs at lt Perfection, and Maturity, 
of which bur Natures are manifeſtly capable. 
All the Creatures beneath us ſeem to attain 
cheir full Perfection in their preſent State; 1 
mean, to riſe to the Height of their reſpectide 
Cuapacities. But this appears far from being 
the Caſe of human Sduls. Even thoſe Men 
_ that have the largeſt Abilities; and faireſt Op- 
portunities, and make the beſt Uſe of them, 
neither do nor can accompliſh their Minds to 
che Extent of their Facukiet. They can 
neither obtain that Meaſure of Knowledge, 
nor thoſe Degrees of Virtue; nor that Portion 
of Happineſs whereof they are capable. 
Part of human Life is ſpent before the firſt 
Dawnings of Reaſon; andu grem Part * 
paſſed before we krach any Npeneſs of Un- 
derſtanding. To which may be added the 
Diſadvantages and Decays that commonly 
attend Men in che laſt Stage of Life. And 
how ſhart, how ſcanty is the intermediate 
Term for the Culture of Our Minds, and the 
Improvement of bur Faculties ? Vet ſhort as 
it is, a great Part of it is unavoidably taken 
N providing for the- Occaſions of Wn. 
dies, 
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— prima wee ene eee 
lowed juſt to taſte the Sweets of Knowledge, - 
and the Satisfactions uf Truth? Are theſe de- 
firable Objects ſet before our. Eyes to engage 
our Affections, and excite our Siowginghs 
and as ſoon almoſt as weunderſtandtheWarth > 
of them, to be ſnatched away from us for g+ 
ver? Was the Soul formed with ſuch large 

| Capacities, for ſuch ſmall Improvements,” and 

f conſiderable a .Duratica? Was it fitted 
for a: perpetual Progreſs, and an endleſs 
Growth; and yet deſigned to be cut off, as it . 
were, in its Infancy, and periſh almoſt at is 
firſt ſetting out? For, in truth, che Under- 
ſtandings of Men in this Life, appear only 


tobe in their infant State; as being doubtieſs 


capable of exceeding their preſent Attain- 
mans, as much as the Knowledge of prown 
the Meaſure of ure Vite tu mord Gra- 
ces is no leſs imperfect and defective: duppo—- 
ſing him as careful and diligent about them as 
he ought to be; yet even on this Suppoſition 
he could be no very great Proficient; - Con- 
ſidering the Patterns that Men haye to copy 
| — and the Perfections they have to im- 
tate, a whole Eternity may ſeem requiſite for 
w and compleating 
E 4 their 
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© Gitlr I pebe sed: Or, to ſpeak more pro- 


perlyi they can never be compleated; becauſe 


they will ever be capable of further Degrees, 


and higher Advancement. Beſides, we con- 
tract in our firſt Years ſuch an Attachment to 

our Senſes and Appetites, and ſuch a Fond- 
neſs for their reſpective Objects, that the Re- 


mainder of our Lives is ſeldom ſufficient to 
diſengage ourſelves, and recover a right Biaſs; 
much leſs for arriving at a State of Perfection. 
In ſhort, we have ſo many Indiſpoſitions to 


temove, ſo many Diſorders to rectify, ſo ma- 


ny evil Habits to ſnake off, and fo many good 
ones to introduce and eſtabliſh ; that the beſt 


Men can only be conſidered as Beginners and 
Probationers in Virtue: So far are they from 


being able to perfect their Natures. Can it 
then be ſuppoſed that God ſhould have ordain- 


ed us only to make an Entrance into the Paths 


of Wiſdom and Virtue; or, at the utmoſt, a 


very ſhort and precarious Progreſs; and then 


totally diſappear, and drop into Oblivion! 
When we have juſt found our Feet, and learn- 


ed to guide our Steps; muſt we then be 


ſtruck down, to riſe no more! Can theſe be 
the Fruits of our moral Endeavours, and re- 
ligious Improvements? No Man can poſſibly 
believe it, till he have quite forgotten who it 


is that governs the World; as will further ap- 


Be rv 
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is thus imperfet in this Life, his Happineſs 
muſt needs be ſo too. For as to-outward 


Goods, they are little more than Shadows Wh 
true Bliſß. The Enjoyments of this World 


9 are empty, and unſatisfactory, 2s well as un- 


| certain; and the whole Train of our Purſuits 
V, in reality, a Succeſſion of Diſappoint- 
ments. Such Objects are not big enough to 
anſwer our Faculties. The Eye is not ſati gie 
with ſeeing, nor the - Ear filled with hearing; 
and much leſs is the Mind in Poſſeſſion of its 
Wiſhes. Since then we cannot find true and 
ſolid Satisfaction in this State; ſince we walk 
in a vain ſbeu, and difquiet ourſeluves in vain; 
we may hence derive juſt Hopes of better Suc- 
ceſs in another. If God created us in order to 
partake of the Overflowings of his Felicityz * 
that End neither is, nor ever can be effectually 
anſwered here; where little more is allowed us 
than a bare Glimpſe of Happineſs, and that 
at a Diſtance. And who can imagine, aſter 
we have acted, or endeavoured to act, a ſhort 
Part in the Theatre of the World; that the 
great Buſineſs of Life ſhould then be -finiſhs 
ed, enen eee ect? 


Fourthhy, Another ae appearing ir „ 
a Frame of our Minds, is that 
5 eue 


pear afterwards. And ſince Man's Virtus | 
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ne of Inimcrtaliy, which ſo uni» 
formly and univerſally. prevails. - A future 


State, and that a perpetual one, is the Object 
of every 


Man's Wiſh; bis only excepted; who 
is  obſtinately and deſperately guilty, as to 
dread the Vengeance of Heaven; and upon 
that Account, and that only, wiſhes Jimſelf 
aut of Being. And even in this Caſe, the 
Dehire of Exiſtence is far from being extin - 
guiſhed. It till operates, however over-ruled 


Dry the Terrors of his Proſpect. . But to 
proceed. Lam not ſuppoſing that the Deſire 


here ſpoken of was, like many others, actu- 
ally planted in our Minds by the Author of 
Nature: A Suppoſition as needleſs, as it ſeems 
to be groundleſs. | For the Love of natural 
Good being neceſſary and unavoidable; in or- 
ence muſt conſequently be ſo too. I mean, 
that it muſt take place, whenever. there is 

Happineſs in Expectation. For in this Caſe 
the Deſire of Exiſtence neoeſſarily reſults from 
the Frame and Conſtitution of Nature. How 
then, or which way does it amount to an Ar- 
gument of a Future State? Had the Creator 
implanted this Defire in our Minds, it might 
readily have been concluded that he would not 
fail to gratify it: But how can ſuch a Conſe- 
| 6 from a Deſire confeſſedly 
neceſ⸗ 


r 


SE RMO N I on 
_ neeeflary ? Tanker, that it is as full Ant for | . 7 ; 
_ cible a Proof in this Caſe, as in the hr rr. 

For to frame our Minds, and fir: the- Nature 
aud Conſtitution of Thing, in ſuchafman- 

ner, as muſt neceflarily produce: this Deſines 
is, in Effect, the Gme thing, as if he hed 
actually and directly formed the Delire itfelk 
nh And therefore it is not to be ſuppoſed, in vi- ; | 
ther Caſe, that he ſhould ſubject us-to-:inevir = 
table Deluſion and Diſappointment, - Had be i 
intended us nothing beyond this Life, he 
would never have drawn us irxeſiſtihly into 
ſuch falſe Hopes, and fallacious Deſires 
Beſides; were the Neceſſity of this Deſire to 
be conſidered as abſolute, and every way in- 
dependent of the Divine Will, ſtill the Atgu- 
" ment would hold good; For whatever — 
ſolutely neceſſary, muſt be juſt and right; in 
itſelf; and, . | 
e eee | 


- Fifthh, Thar this Seal of Man witl res 
1 may be further argued from 
tte Strength of thoſe benevolent Aſſectiums 
e eee, Waun 
been Ties of Adin Confungainity, war 
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SERMONIT 
tinual Exchange ef good Offices; by real 
Worth, mutual Complacency, and recipro- - 
cal Eſteem; from that Union of Minds, that 
ſacred Tie of Friendſhip, which adorns and 
 dignifies'our Species, and contributes ſo highs 
iy to the Honour and the Happineſs of hu- 
man Life. The Root of it lies deep in our 
Nature, and the ſtrongeſt Principles within us 
concur to lead us into it. What mean then 
ſuch Propenſions and Diſpoſitions? And 
hence comes it to paſs that we are fo many 
ways prompted to ſtrengthen theſe Bands, 
and draw them as cloſe as poſſible? If this 
preſent State, where our Days are only as an 
hand-breadth, and our Life vaniſheth as a Va- 
pour, be the whole of our Exiſtence; it muſt 
ſeem extremely hard to account for the Prin- 
ciples and Proviſions we are ſpeaking of. Can 
Men be required, by the Impulſes of Nature, 
and the Precepts of Virtue, 'to form ſuch cloſe 
and cordial Confederacies; to build up the 
faireſt and firmeſt Friendſhips, whoſe Four- 
dations are in the Duſt? When Death divides 
the neareſt Relations, and the deareſt Friends, 
What is it that renders ſuch a Separation tole- 
rable, and adminiſters real Support and Con- 
folation ? Is it not the Expectation of meeting 
again in another and a better World? But if 
eee our All, and Death our utter 
De- 
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Datihiions how dreadful, how inſupporta- 


ble would it be? How would it rack Men's 


Hearts to ſee before their Eyes a total Diſſo- 
lation both of Friend and F riendſhip; and to 


find themſelves juſt parting, never to meet 
more? Had therefore our Maker deſigned us 
for this Life only, he would, in all probabi- 


lity, have given us cooler Affections, and 
weaker Attachments; and thereby have pre- 
vented the terrible Anxieties above-mention- 
ed. And indeed ſuch ſtrong Ligaments can 
never be fit for Creatures of ſo ſhort a Dura- 


tion. 


nefactors; more eſpecially our Supreme, the 
Author and Giver of all Good. Him we 


are bound, by all the Ties of Nature, and 
Reaſon, and Religion, to reverence and ve 
with all our Hearts, and with all our Souls. 
We are eyery way excited, by a due Contem- 


plation of his infinite Perfections, to frame 


the moſt amiable Ideas of him, and to work 


up our Minds to the higheſt Pitch of Eſteem 
and Veneration : To conſider the Greatneſs 


of his Power, the Excellence of his Majeſty, 


the Depth of his Wiſdom, and the Glory of 


his Goodneſs; how many and various his 
Benefits, how diffuſive and conſtant his Boun- 


ty; till our Thoughts are filled, and our 


Again, we find in our Minds a 
powerful Principle of Gratitude towards Be- 
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74 SERMON 
Hearts enflamed; with the Luſtre, and Beay« 
ty, and Grandeur of the Object; and all our 
Faculties conſpire to engage and fix us in the 
Admiration of it. And to what End theſe 
mighty Obligations, and powerful, Attracti- 
ons? Why muſt we exert our Faculties, and 
raiſe our Affections, to the higheſt Pitch, in 
meditating on the ſupreme Being, and admit» 
ring and adoring his boundleſs Perfection 
if, after a very imperſect Acquaintance, al! 
our Hopes are at an End, and the holy 
Flame is ſoon to expire, and be extinguiſhed 
for ever? Could ſo great and important a Pre- 
paration be required for any Purpoſes of this 
ſhort State? Or would our bountiful Creator 
bring us into Being, fit us for a Participation 
of the ſovereign Good, and when he had juſt 
begun to taſte it, ſnatch us away, and reduce 
us to our original nothing? Had he. intended 
us for this Life only, he would rather have 
concealed from us, as much as poſſible, this 
glorious Object; than et it before us, and 
draw us to it, to ſo very little nk We 
may ſafely therefore conclude that ſuch natu⸗ 
ral Propenſions and Tendencies plainly point 
out another State, and can never end in Fru- 
ſtration and Diſappointment. Were it others 
wiſe, an Acguaintance with God would be fo 
far from Fin, us as and MEI that 
1 


rn . 
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i-would-afflict us beyond wicafure, and drive 
0 into utter 3 / 


Sixrbhy, ad laſtly, Abdel Proof; 2 
that a very obvious one, ariſes from the Sug- 
geſtions of Conſcience; which is continually 
foreboding a Future State, and urging it po. 

erfully on the Minds of Men. It fpeaks ſo 
clearly and conſtantly in behalf thereof, and 
is ſo plain and peremptory in its Declarations, 
that its Teſtimony ought not to be reject- 
ed; and indeed cannot, without great Vio- 
lence done to the Frame and Conftitution of 
our own Minds. The Soul of Man is not 
only apt to ſmart under a Senſe of Guilt, but 
is alſo liable to ſecret Miſgivings, and painful 
Apprehenſions of what is to follow. When 
a Man has notoriouſly violated the Laws of 
Heaven, or the Dictates of right Reaſon, his 
Conſcience not only rebukes him for it, but 
is frequently ſpreading before his Eyes the 
Terrors of Futurity, and the ſad Apprehenſi- 
ons of a miſerable Doom. On the other 
hand, when a Man has maintained his Inno- 
cence, and held faſt his Integrity; When be 
has carefully diſcharged bis Duty; and lived - 
up to the Dignity of his Nature; his Con- 
ſcience not only applauds him for it, but 
ö e bis Heart with Aſſurances of a future 

. Re- 
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happy hereafter. Now if there be no real 


Foundation for theſe Things; if this Man's 


Hopes, and the other Man's Fears, are alto- 


gether groundleſs and chimerical; what Ac- 
count is to be given of either? How came 


they to ſpread ſo wide, and be fo deeply root- 
ed in human Nature? —— This Argument 


ſeems equally” conclufive, whether we mean 
by Conſcience merely the Operation of our 


intellectual Faculty, or an inſtinctive Princi- 


ple ſuperadded thereto. For, upon either 


Suppoſition, we are manifeſtly ſo framed, as 


| naturally and unavoidably to fall into ſuch a 
| Perſuaſion, and fix in it.. , Nay, when Sin 


and Wickedneſs have made it Men's Intereſt 
to ſhake it off, and to with and ftrive againſt 


It as much poſſible; they can ſeldom or ne- 
ver accompliſh it, The Expectation of a Fu- 
ture State ſticks faſt in their Minds; haunting 


and terrifying them, in ſpight of all their 


Arts and Endeavours to the contrary. What- 


ever Means may be uſed, Conſcience is never 


to be quite filenced; and very often it ſpeaks 
ſo loudly and awfully, as to ſtartle the Sinner, 


and makes him tremble in the midſt of his 


vicious Purſuits, and criminal Enjoyments. 


What then can be the Meaning of theſe na- 


tural Anticipations ? if there be nothing to 


come 


 yohd i? To what ſha > were vr finding Ms 


ſpects opened, and ſuch ſtrong Bxpectations 


kindled? By what Rrangs Fate is he compel-, | 
led to tuali in a vain Shtw, and diſpuiet him- 


ia vain? But the Truth is, ſuch a Suppo- 
ſition is 
en; as being difeQly ropugnant both to the 
Nature of God and Man; as will further ap- 
pear beroafter. Whatever Conſcieno preſages, 
whatever uncortupted Reaſof: ſuggeſts, may 
ſecurely be relied on, and confideted as the 
Voice of him, who can never difappoirit his 


Creatures; or fallify thoſe Expectations which 
| be has given them. And indeed tis Impiety 


to that infinite Wiſdom cannot govern 


Fiction. 
| This Argument drawn: fk antes 0 
- ſcience will appear yet ſtronger, if we con- 


not a Notion or an Impulſe that prevails here 


ek dumm df ne The Voice of 
F 
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of all manner of Foundati- 


the World without the Help of Fallacy and 


fider the Extent and Univerſality of it. It is 
and there; at ſome certain Times, and ſome © 
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it has been heard in all Ages, and in all Na- 
tions; and its Convictions ſpread gve dhe Face 


of the whole Earth. Scarce an 


— 


be found even among the moſt uncivilized 
and barbarous People. There is indeed, and 


bas been all along, a great Difference in Mens 


Ideas of a Future State, according to the 


Lights received among them, and the Degrees 
of their 


Improvement; but the Doctrine itſelf, 
in ſome Dreſs or other, has univerſally pre- 
vailed. Which plainly ſhews it to be, in the 
ſtricteſt Senſe of the Word, natural; as ariſing 


from the Frame and Conſtitution of our 


Minds, and the genuine Principles of Hu- 
manity. Was it not founded on Nature, ad. 


Minds of Men ?- Even of the beſt and * wiſeſt 


Men, in a more peculiar manner; and thoſe 


too deſtitute of ſupernatural Light, and the 


Benefit of Revelation. This Conſideration 


may be juſtly accounted a ſtrong Preſumption 
in behalf of the Doctrine before us. For cer- 
tainly it would be very ſtrange, if Mens 

Minds were ſo framed and turned, that even 


1 


I is true indeed that we find ſeveral of the wiſer Au- 
cients rejecting the Doctrine of a Future State. But what 
Doctrine, and how underſtood? The popular and poetical 


Doctrine, dreſſed up by the fabulous Poets according to their 


-own Imaginations. In this Senſe, and, I believe, this only, 
was the Doctrine oppoſed by the Wiſdom of Bs 


perfectiy agreeable to unprejudiced : Reaſon; - 
| how ſhould it ever be ſo deeply rooted in the 
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che wiſe and worthicſt of then ſhoulda 
tutally run into ſuch Semtiments co 

this Matter, as had no Foundation in 'Twith 
or Nature. What ſhould give Mankind ſuck 
an invincible Biaſs to Error, ſuch an univerſal 
Teridency to Deluſion? The more we con- 


* 


5 fider theſe Things, the more we ſhall be at a 


* 


los to give any Account of them, but what 


© | 


either Tu ppoſes, or muſt terminate in, the © 


GI” 


1 * 


Truth and Reality of a Future State. 


4 


» 
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ECCLES.” xn. Fart of dh fen 
Verſe. 


And the Spirit ſhall return unto Ged 
who gave it. 


N a former Diſcourſe on then. 
to confider 


"gan with thoſe Arguments which art: plainly 
- deducible from the Frame and Conſtitution 


of our own Minds. This Head being then 
diſpatched, what now remains to be en 


into, is the preſent Condition and Circum- 


ſtances of Mankind, ee ridatively ind” 


in Connexion with the known Attributes and 
1 I ſhall give a ſhort 
Account of each, as far as our Subject is con- 
emed; and having lad down the Facts, 8 


follows. We find from daily Experience, ani 
general Obſervation, that there is no regulag 


w miſerable; ſo far from reaping the proper 
Fruits of their Virtue, as to ſuffer like Evil» 
about with a fad 


iy; hd” 3 * 
oy ed, 
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- vos the Apen nou poi enn the Cone 
' chulion, which aturally flows from chem. ft 
Az to the preſent Condition and Circunit 
| Rtances of Mankind, the Fact is plainly.as 


Diſtribution of Good and Evil iti this Life, In 


and Vice is naturally 


do Fappineſs, 


concurring to hinder both the one and the 


other. We ſee that good Men are expoſed to - 
various Hardſhips and Misfortunes; which, 


on numberleſs Occaſions, they arg forte ta 
undergo. 80 far they oſtenumes art from 


being happy, as might be hoped arid expe = 


cd, that they are deeply diſtreſſed, and great- 


Doers, and be. compaſſed. 
Variety of Wretchedneſs, Nay, it has toe 


been the Occaſion of their Sufferings, and tho 
accidental Cauſe of all their Calamities. On 
the other wicked. Men often ' proſper 


and flouriſh in the midſt of their Jaiquities; | 
not 


8 5 N 
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many Reſpects, all Things come alil- to all, 
and there is ene Event to the Rigbteous und s 
the Wicked. Though Vittue naturally tends  -N8 


ptodu - 
Rive of Miſery; yet in this World neither of 1 
theſe Effects conſtantly happens: many thing: b 


often happened, that their very Virtue. has | ; 
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—— all the — and 
Enjoyments of Life. Nay their very Wick- - 
edneſs is ſometimes the Occaſion of their Pro- 
ſperity; and a great Part of their Lives is per- 
haps a continued Scene of ſucceſsful Vice and 
.triumphant Villany. All Ages and Countries 
abound in Inſtances of both theſe Kinds, and 
the Obſervation is familiar and common a- 
mong Men. 80 promiſcuouſly and irre- 
gularly are Good and Evil diſpenſed here be- 
low! And indeed this has been at all times fo 
remarkable, that many ill-adviſed Men have 
 raſhly'taken Occaſion from hence to call in 
. queſtion either Divine Providence, or the Di- 
vine Perfections: But on * AO 
as will be feen afterwards. 

In the mean time, owe difficult wakes 
have been to account for the Providential Diſ- 
| s of this Life, moſt certain it is, that 
God's moral Character is, and muſt be, per- 
fectly clear and Rn He neceſſarily 
approves Virtue, diſapproves Vice, be- 
cauſe the one is eſſentially amiable, and the 
other abſolutely odious in its own Nature. 
Conformably hereto, he is perpetually direct- 
ed by the ſacred Rule of Truth and moral 
Fitneſs in all his Proceedings, and in all his 
Dealings with his Creatures, A Being of in- 
| C SM finite 
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Sies Wikio muſt, at all times; een 
act according to the Reaſons of Things, and 
the Right of every Caſe, becauſe there is al- 
ways a Motive, a powerful Motive for ſo do- 
ing, ariſing from the intrinſic Worth and Ex- 
cellence of ſuch Actions; and becauſe; on the 
other hand, there can be no poſſible Motive 
to induce God, on any Occafion, to deviate 
from this Divine Rule, ——— Frail Man in- 
deed is very much governed by Aſſections and 
Paſſions, and thoſe alas! often irregular; bur 
his Maker, being entirely void of all Affe- 
ction, can only be influenced by Reaſon and 
Rectitude; from which there is nothing to 
withdraw him, and to which he is therefore 
immoveably attached. The Conſequence of - - 
which-is, the perfect Righteouſneſs of his Go= 
vernment, and the inviolable Equity of all 
his Diſpenſations. JT wo other Particu- 


lars relating to aur Subject I ſhall only juſt 
mention, as being univerfally acknowledged | 


and - underſtood. -: The one is, that God is 
privy 1 to our whole Conduct, and inti Y 
a with all our Thoughts, Words, 
and Actions; and the other, that the Lot and 
Condition of every Creature is altogether de- 
pendent on him; Good and Evil being lodg- 
ed in his Hands, and his Power of diſpenſing 
An abſolute and uncontroulable, —— Theſe 


* * Truths 


— 
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to-thexy how we: at — ee a 
order eee eee e P f of the 


— Te Men; cheir Condudt bein 
N more amiable and meritorious, 
And — is — ths preferable, ©, 
— nt; page Ap, ep 
de Judgment unprejudiced| and infallible, 
OY eee. virtuous Men of his Fa- 
For Goodneſi in the Action is Doſert 
— and Deſert in the Agent is A 

. Ab ky be by an 
four one Man and ntenance — 
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formably to moral Truth, and the eternal 
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is the only one that can finally have at 


tain: therefore it is, that God will treat Men 
accordingly; judging them according to their 
Works, and diſtinguiſhing the Righteous from 
the Wicked in a: moſt ſignal manner; con- 


| Reaſons of Things, This, I fay, will-moſt 
aſſuredly be dane at ſome time or other. But 
it is not done in this Life, as we have already. - | 
obſerved and acknowledg'd;. and therefors 


ſent the Wicked frequently proſper, and the 
Righteous fall into Diſtreſs, contrary to the 
Daſerts of the one, and the — 
other ; it plainly follows that thero muſt and 
will be a Future State, to adjuſt this Irregula- 
wr 4 and rectify the Diſorders occaſioned by 
it. Without queſtion God bas wiſe Reaſons 
for -difjonting Coo and: -Evil promiſcuouſly 
in this World; and ſome of them we know: 
But without a Future State he could have none 
at all, Nay, ſuch a: Proceeding would; in 
that Caſe, be direatly . — to all the 
Neaſon in the World. Was there to be na 


Life hereafter, every Man would undoubted- 
ly be happy or unhappy here in Proportion 
Urs ay or Vices. All the Events and 
. | "_ 


vicious./ Nay, if ou Ideas may be-traſtedj it 3.0 
5 Weight with ſo perfect a Judge. Maſt cr - E i” 


there will certainly be another. Since at pre- 


Js. > 
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Di > of Providence wonld turn upon 
3 and the Bleſſings 1 
diſtributed by this Rule. But ſince we find 
it in Fact very much otherwiſe, the Doctrine 
before us ſeems as clear and certain, as that 
God ver Righteouſneſs, and hateth iniquity. 
ere perhaps it may be alledged, that the 
beſt aun notwithſtanding their Virtues, have 
more or leſs, and are therefore 
Sithernim the Sight of God: That upon this 
Account they have no Right to complain of 
their preſent Hardſhips and Sufferings, ſuppo- 
ſing theſe Sufferings not to exceed the Pro- 
portion of their Demerits. To this I anfwer, 
that however this Allegation may ſerve to ſtop 
the Mouths, and ſilence the Murmurs of un- 
happy Men, it no way affects the Argument 
before us; which is drawn from the moral 
Perfection of the Peity, and that Rule of 
Righteouſneſs by which he muſt neceſſarily 
be ſuppoſed to proceed in all his Diſpenſati- 
ons. The beſt Men, we ate told, have failed 
and fallen ſhort of their Duty, and are there- 
fore juitly puniſhable at any time. Be it fo. 
But have not wicked Men failed and offended 


much more; and therefore deſerved much 


greater Puniſhment? Suppoſing, then no Fu- 
ture State, how comes it to paſs that then 
are not * conſtantly puniſhed in this 


; I World, 


| — ei do e not r | 
' ke that the latter is much more ſo? To exe- - 
cute Sentence fpeedily* on good Men, becauſe 
and at the ſame time quite overlook” the 
Crimes of _ notorious Sinners, is impaſſible to 
bereconciled with any Idea of moral Truth. 
Whatever Reaſon be aſſigned for the imme- 
diate Puniſhment of thoſe Delinquents who 
are leaſt guilty, muſt needs hold much ſtrong- 
er in reſpect of thoſe who are moſt guilty, | 
And therefore, excluding a Life to come, no 
wicked Man would ever have profpered in 
this. And the Reaſon is becauſe a righteous 
and perfect Governor can never act arbitrarily, 
or capriciouſſy; but will always follow) the 
Rule of Equity, and the Right of the Caſe. 
It muſt indeed be confeſſed, that in very 
many Caſes, we cannot preſume to judge of 
the Grounds and Reaſons of the Divine Con- 
duct: But in the preſent Caſe they are ſo 
plain, and clear, and cogent, that if there 
be any Truth in our Faculties, and Virtue 
and Vice be real Things, there is no room for 
Doubt, or the leaſt Suſpicion of Error! God 
will aſſuredly | manifeſt his Righteouſneſs in 
the moſt publick manner, and e the 
akuten of this * Life. 


Should 


Serenity of Mind, and Self. fatisfa Ton, which 


Nature; and would be greatly ſo in favoura- 


W AY 
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+. Should: it be further urged, that the Suffer. 


there is no Occafion for a Future State to make 


is indeed readily granted, that Virtue is al- 
ways. amiable, always beneficial in its own 


ble Conditions and. Circumſtances... But in 
the Caſe we are ſpeaking of, its principal 
Comforts vaniſh, and the Enjoyment of it 


dwindles to almoſt nothing. Suppoſing a 
Man both virtuous and proſperous; he could 


2 had he no Wa 


. — | could avail 


him much. if he ſtood: fo near the Brink of 


Deſtruction, and expected fo ſoon a total Diſ- 


ſolution both of Soul and Body. But this.is | 
not the Caſe before us; we ate ſpeaking of a 


good Man very unhappy in this World, and 
deeply diſtreſſed; ſurrounded with Griefs and 
Calamities, and perhaps his whole Life a con- 
tinued Scene of Sorrow and Tribulation, 


Here then the Queſtion is,” whether, without 


a Future State, his Virtue be able to make him 


ample Amends for all his Safferings ; to heal 
the Wounds of Misfortune, and ſupport hin 
27 85 ſinking 
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faking under a Load of Adverfity. Alas! 
this is ſo far from being the Truth of his Caſe; - 
_ that he is almoſt entirely diſqualified to re- 
ceive any Enjoyment, or any Comfort from 
his Virtue. of Pain and Grief ' 
Vin admitof no Comfort but what beams from 
above. And if the Windows of Heaven were 
quite ſhut, what could # good Man, in ſuch 
a Condition, do more, than fit down diſcon- 7 
folate; and abandoned to Sorrow and 
But i notVirtue, in itfelf; fair; and lovely, and 
full of Charms? True; but be is not at Lei- 
ſure, not in a Condition, to attend to them: 
the more it would grieve mm think, that 
ing the poor Remainder of « Hort nd pre. 
_ ons Life. Can then a ri 
Vrrtuous Men thus deſtitute; or bring them 
into the World for fuck a Purpoſe as this? 

Impoſſible. Such a Proceeding appears quite 

inconſiſtent . even with N je Goodneſs; 

much more with Divine. 
Baut farther; i be Pb. 
el, that Part of our Species are cut off before 
_ they are capable of either contracting Guilt, 6c 

even knowing the Difference betweenVice and 
Virtue. Among theſe doubtleſs there are ſome 

n Portion of Evit exceeds their Good; 
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 whoG little Lives are almoſt filled up with 
Pain, and Suffering, and Lamentation. Now 
if theſe Hardſhips are to be made up abundant- 
in another Life, there is no Difficulty, at 
all in the, Caſe. But ſuppoſing, no Future 
State, it ſcems not only difficult, but utterly i 
impoſſible to be accounted for; ſince, on this 
Suppoſition, their very Exiſtence is a Calami- 
ty, an Injury, a Curſe. It is not conceivable 
that the all-wiſe and all- perfect Creator ſhould 
produce any Beings in vain; much leſs that 
he ſhould produce them for ſuch an End as is 
worſe than none at all. I will not preſume 
to ſay, that che Communication of Good is 
0 4 End of the Creation; but one End, 
| one chief End, we plainly. perceive it muſt = 
have been: And therefore we may be aflured 
that no Creatures can be ſent into the World 
with a quite contrary View; neither can any 
be treated, without any Demerit of their own, 
ſo hardly and rigorouſly, as to give juſt Cauſe 
for doubting of ſuch a Concluſion, If then 
the foregoing Caſe be really Fact, as cannot 
I think be denied, or diſputed; it affords, of 
itſelf, an unanſwerable Proof of a Future State. | 
— And if among the adult Part of Man- | 
kind, there are, or have been, any ſo innocent 
and good, and yet ſo unhappy and wretched, 
e 5 
tion 
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non of their Demerits; is ſame Jon MUeNcCe 
wilt follow; and every ſuch Inftance will MM - 


an irreſiſtible Argument for the Truth of that 


Dcctrine which we have been conſidering; 


For moſt certain it is, that God can never or= 


dain any Man to ſuffer more than he has de- 


ſerved, without making him full Repatation * | 


either here, or hereafter, 

Thus then we may ſafely and juſtly argue | 
bf 08 the preſent Condition and Circumſtances 
of Mankind; which, without a Future State, 


are plainly repugnant to the Divine Attributes; I. 


tough with a Future State, as plainly- and 
perfectly agreeable / thereto. | For admitting 
ſuch a State, the unequal and irregular Diſtris | 
| butions'of this Life are cafily ſolved, and rea? 


only intelligible, but manifeſtly convenient, 


ſuitable, and fit; as directly conducing to pre- 

pare Mankind for ſuch a State, by a fuller Ex- 
ereiſe and Improvement of every Virtue.” For a 
Life to come, it may be, and is, highly fit- 
ting, that we be trained and tutored here in a 


State of Diſcipline and Probation.” "Human | 


Virtue may require, in order to its Perfection 
and our Happineſs, chat it he thus tried, pre- 
pated, and purified : And different” Minds 

may require different Trials, and various Dif- 


38 * On which Account we have ro _ 


Reaſon 
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uch a State; And thus 
our 


ſbewn, 
can 
never be the Caſe of Mankind, 
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mn great Diſtreſs r more 
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 whole;- Whether we Lonſider the Nature and 
| Condition of Man, or the Natüre and Per- 

ſechons of bis Maker,. we find plain Indicas | 
tions, art, a important as 


_ vine how before us. 


| Win remains 10 hy conſidered is; Whether 

dor vo the Feature State here treated of will be- 
of perpetual Durstion. It does not indeed 
heceſſarily follow, that becauſe the Soul fur- 
ee the Body, therefore it mult exiſt for - 
ver. For daes k. truſt alwayh ko in the 
Creator's Power to put a Period to its Exiſt+ 
ence; and therefore its Immortality entirely 
depends on his good Will and Pleaſute, And 
if this Will has been revealed, as God be 


' thanked it has, it muſt needs de peculiarly - 
fitting to have Rocourſe to that Revelation; * 


as will be gbſerved afterwards, -, However, at 
preſent, let us go on with the Evidence of nas 
_ tural Reaſon; which, even, 38 to this Point, 
deſerves. our Attention. Since ce. then God ig 
—4 to prolang the Soul e Exiſtence aber 
and provide for it another State, at 
appears from a great Variety of Proofs; it fol- 
lows from thence, with high Degrees of Pro- 
_ babiluy, that he will always continue its Be- 
ing, and ſuffer it to enjoy that Immortality 
BT Ran 4 i 


„ ere 


The Forte o of that Argur 
juſt. examined, concerning the Sin 
the Innocent, and the Adverffties ng fs 
Righteous, a 501 indeed extend thus far; 
becauſe another Life of à limited Duration 
may undoubtedly be ſufficient to coriipenſate 
both. Nevertheleſs We have,” even from Rea- 
ſon, good Gronnds to hope that bur next Life 
will be unifiniited and edt. —=—TBAFooh- 
tent my felf at preſent Wich mentibning theſe 
two Things. Fink: That, as far as our Ideas 
reach, no 71 Reaſon ban be affigned, why 
God ſhould interpoſe to prevent the Immor- 
tality of the Soul; nothing of this fort having 
ever been urged, or produced, With the leaſt 
| Appearance or Colour of Probability.” And 
_ Secondly, good Reaſons may be aſſigned for 
the contrary Suppoſition.”! The Ends of the 
Creation, as far as we kiiow them, "are con- 
fefſedly the Glory of God, and the Good and 
Hap: ith of his Creatures. Nowy the longer 
85 eg ar e ſuffer d to exiſt in an happy 
State, the more they muſt needs be blefſed, 
id God be gorified : and by the'Perpetiia- 
tion of fach a State, we plainly: perceive that 
the fame great Ends will be promotetfor ever. 
But further; theſe Reafons againſt An- 
Ailton will not only eternally hold good, 
but be continually gathering new Force and 
1 | Du pgth. 
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JSnwength. The longer -virnigus Nen „ran in | 
uch a gtate, the fitter they noſt be for-Lifez; 
and therefore, we may preſume, the leſs will 
be the Danger of Extinction. Their Faculs- | 


Part of Duration. Great Advances muſt be. 
ever made in Knowledge, and Virtue, and 
Happiness. They muſt be continually mote 

and more capable of contemplating. admiring; 
and enjoying the Author of all Good, and 
the Fountain of all Perfection. To imagine; 
after this Progreſs, and theſe Exaltations of 
their Nature, that God ſhould cut the Thread 
of their Exiſtence, and put an End to thair 
Beings, is to ſuppoſe him acting, as far as we 
an judge, quite contrary to the; Reaſons of 
Things, and the chief Ends of the Creation. 
For it ſeems, very evident to our Underſtand- 
inge, that much more Happineſß jsprodycible 
by a Grant of Immortality, than by any Sug+ 
geſſion of Spirits temporaty and mortal; for- 
aſmuch as the Happineſs of the bleſſod muſt 
naturally riſe in a very high Proportion to tha 


length of their Exiſtence. Again; by Pay 


rity of Reaſon, it might as well be concluded, 

that; God will ſome time or other annihilate 
dhe Angels, and:deſtray the hole Hoſt of 
NHeaten, as that he ſbould take away the Ex 

3 8 2 92 * 
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| iſtense- of juſt Men made perfed?. hüte will 


he, both for Men and Angels, an Epaploy« 


ment adequate to thę Eternity we are ſpeak- 
ga. ERS ne Babe 


i baing-able-t0-extanſt the Sub- 


_ or even comprehend them. They 


may copy after Gods Moral Excallence, ſtri- 
ving to approach it nearer: and nearer through | 


all Ages; and yet evpricerhain at an infinite | 
. Diſtaneę from it. In ſhort, nothing dn dan 


ration, eam kult that wanftendent Obi, for 
the Study, Adoration, and Enjoyment of 


Prome und aeg bf our con Minds, 

appear fully ſufficient for the Copviction of 
nds May et after all, tho! 
the Do&rines of a Future State, and the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, are ſupported by a great 


e eee natural Reaſon 
it is well and happy for us, that thoſe 
are caforced and gonfirmed'by Revelg- 


fie; . 
of our perpetual Exiſtence, and that Liſe and 
er eur * re, mw 


q 4 "> * 5 * * way — 
2 *% * * 
— 
_ 


ee This . powerful Sandtiamtothe 


—— - As-the Eviden Ps, 
3 — 2 Faith, fo the 
Evidences of Faith eſtabliſh the Doctrines of 
Nenſonz thereby leaving us dbubly without 


Excuſe, I v reject the Truth, or ſuffer our 
Minds to be drawn into a mae} this 
moſt important Articles! 2 hon 4D 


yery briefly what Uſe or ought 0 make ofthe 


Sane £26 Immunity; and fred with faite, _- 


dle Faculties for an endleſs Duration? How 
grateful a Senſe ought we to have of the Cres 


tor's Goodneſ and Bounty! What Tributes 


of Pręiſe and Thanigiving are dus for ſuch 
mighty Bleſlings, fachineſtimable Privileges! 
gious Reverence, in Will, Word, and Deed! 
———-'But: more. eſpecially ought we to take 
Care, as the beſt and moſt acceptable Ex- 
ee of our Gratitude, that we make a 
| and proper Uſe: of theſe Bleflings; 
| —— worthy of the high 
and the glorious Proſpect wich he has ſet 


before us; that we demean ourſelves in ſuch 
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that 
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ity; that by a diligent Appliration to 
Wikdoin-dnd Virtue wie improve our Minds 
as much as poſſible; and prepare them for E. 


tetnity to the utmoſt Advantage: On our 


Conduct here depends all our Succeſs hereaf- 
ter. If by evil Practices and vicious Habits, 
we lay the Foundations c A miſerable Futu- 
rity; our Joy will be turned into Grief and 
Terror, and the greateſt-o6 all Bleſſmgs into 
the deepeſt» Calainity;; and; the direſt Ourſe. 
In the next: Life Vice and Virtue will each 
produce its own natural Effects, however ex- 
ternal Cauſes may cot operate with them. 
Every Vice, every euil Habit, that We carry 
with us into another World, will, like an 
evil Spitit, haunt us for ever, andt perſeente us 
to all Eternity. NoiFiends; no Furies, wil. 
be able to torment Men hereafter like Sin and 
Guilt; the Rage and Remorſe of wlüch no 
Words can ſepreſent no Thoughts coeive. 
n the other: hand; every Grace, every. Vir- 


tte ebery good Habit, will eularge our Ca- 


patities for Happinef/-and be a fürther / Pre 
patation for it. They will not only preſerve 
the Soul in perpetuab Health, and / Eaſes but 
prove'inexhauſtibte Sources'of Joy;and/Glad- 
neſs. They will likewiſe make it meet; to par- 
take ef thoſe unſpeakable: Felicities which 
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60 Diete maſt that Immortality be; where 
every thing within, and every thing without, 
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* adminiſter Delight, and conſpire to augment 


and eſtabliſn their Happineſs, "”—— Laſtly, --. 
ſince there will be another Life, and that an 


eternal one, it muſt be very abſurd to engage 


our Affections deeply in this; or to be immo - , 


derately ſollicitous about any of its vin and 
tranſitory Enjoyments. To ſet our Hearts 
on the mean and periſting Objects of this 
World, is, in Effect, to forget the Privileges 
of our Nature, and the Joys and Glories of a 
bleſſed Immortality. What are Hours, er 


Days, or Years; nay what is Time itſelf in 
Compariſon of an eternal Duration! This Life 


can bear no Proportion to the next; and yet 
ve ſuffer it almoſt to engroſs our Thoughts, 
and run away with our Affections. We re- 


gard this very ſhort Span of Time, as if it was 


Eternity; and we regard Eternity, as if it 
were nothing. Our Reaſon plainly informs 


us that, ſuppofing a Future State dubious and 
uncertain, ſtill we ought to provide for the 


important Chance, and become Adventurers 
for another World. But ſince we have all 
the Evidence and Aſſurance that can, in Rea- 


ſon, be expected, or even defired; what 
| Words are able to expreſs the Folly, or rather 
ny of thoſe, who 3 ſuch a Good, 
and 
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